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^ g Iraqi list falls short 

m m .. , t — ■ 

m ’ KUWAIT (ft) ’T” Hare treasure? taken by the Iraqis from ihc Kuwait 

M nstKMMi mutetunsrc miBrog from * Hu of items supplied by Baghdad to 

^ U-N. envoys, museum offtereh said Tuesday. The Iraqis gave a list of the 

fat of Hs treasures now Eying in die Baghdad museum to Dick Foran. the 
. U.N. coovy soperviang the rnarq of Kuwaiti property. Artefacts missing 
iodode hems from the priceless At Sabah collection. the most comprehen- 
sive collection of Islamic art in the world. “Quite a few items are trussing 

from the list supplied by the U.N.,** said a senior museum official. Slur 

would not give details. The Al Sabah collection was put together mainly 
by Sheikha Rasa Al Sabah, an Islamic an enthusiast who scoured the 
world m search fb die treasures. The collection was on permanent loan to 
the museum from Sheikha Hussa-aod her husband. Sheikh Nasser Sabah 
AI Ahmad Al Sabah. Sheikha Hussa said Kuwait was sending a ream of 
experts to Baghdad to help U.N. officials trace the collection seized by the 
Ig Iraqi army after its invasion on Aug. 2. 1990. 
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MANAMA (R) — Bahrain's 
crown prince and commander-in- 
c hie f of the armed forces, Sheikh 
Homed Ben Isa Al Khalifa, met a 
senior official from the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Tuesday, the Gulf News Agency 
said. The agency gave no detail's 
of the talks between Sheikh 
Hamed and Saif Al Mask an, the 
GCC secretary-general for poli- 
tical affairs. But the meeting 
coincides with growing tension 
between Bahrain and its GCC 
neighbour Qatar, who are locked 
in a dispute over a cluster of 
barren but potentially oil-rich 
Gulf islands. GCC Secretary- 
General Abdullah Bishara visited 
Bahrain and Qatar earlier this 
week- He arrived in Doha Satur- 
day, the same day Qatar accused 
Bahrain of trying to disrupt Saudi 
mediation efforts on the issue. 

Iran sends messages 
on Palestine 
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NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashcmi Rafsanjani 
has sent messages to heads of 
stale of Oman and three West 
African states urging support for 
the Palestinian cause, Tehran 
Radio reported Tuesday. Ft said 
Vice-President Alireza Moayyeri, 
carrying Mr. RafsaojanTs mes- 
sages. left Tehran Tuesday for 
Senegal, Gabon and Niger. The 
messages for. Oman’s Sultan 
Qaboos Ben. Sai’d was delivered 
to him in Muscat by Iranian Oil 
Minster Gholamreza Aqazadeh 
on Monday night, it added. Fran 
opposes U.S. -sponsored efforts 
for a' Mnhfle East peace confer- 
* ence in October, saying the state 
' of Israel should be dismantled 
and the land it controls returned 
to Palestiniajns.- 

IranianoH minister 
arrives iii Abu Dhabi 

ABU -DHABI <AP) — Iran's oil 
minister Gholamreza Aqazadeh 
arrived Tuesday for consultations 
about the world oil market in 
advance of September's meeting 
of the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 
The United Arab Emirates is the 
fourth leg of a Gulf tour by Mr. 
Aqazadeh, who already has vi- 
sited Kuwait, Saadi Arabia and 
Oman. He aha is delivering mes- 
sages from - Iranian President 
Hasbemi . Rafsanjani in each 
. capital. The contents of the mes- 
-gr sages- have not been disclosed. 

‘ On Monday, Mr. Aqazadeh met 
with Sultan Qaboos Ben Sai’d of 
Oman;' and -with his Omanese 
counterpart ■ Sai’d Ben Ahmad 
Ben Sai’d Al Sbanfari, Iran's 
official Islamic Republic News 
Agrocysaid,; The agency said Mr. 
Aqazadeh -expressed Iran’s 
readinesss for coordination with 
oil producers Eke Oman, which is ; 
not amember of OPEC His talks i 
come ahead of a Sept. 24 meeting 
in G eneva of the 13-nation , 
groap^'ministeria] council to dis- 
cuss production and pricing 
tevdts. 'n^ opECs current ceil- 
ing is 22r2 hriffion barrels per day 
with members Kuwait and Iraq 
excluded since- the Gulf crisis. 


^Stasimihlster 
.» ‘incapable 
‘J of standing trial’ 

* BERUN (AP) — The former 
head ofii&t Germany’s dreaded 
“J po&ei Erich hfielke. is 

if Htfferiiffi hoai depression and is 

ofstanding trial, the 
& Genuan hews agency ADN re- 
potted Tuesday. Mr. Mielke. 84. 
u also suffering -from several age- 
related afiments. according to 
AD^wlhch qu^edTreport by 
two coart-^pointed psych iat- 
att r ^ s - The report was completed 
sf? three weeks of observing 
j?* Mr. Mte&e in a Berlin psychiatric 
\0 said. Mr. Mielke 

^ beaded East Germany’s huge 
**urity apparatus during 
tyjp Communist rcgrrnc. ■; He 
p Eaces/many charges, including 
jU ®^pik^ - ro - lbe dKatii of 200 
-. 1 i P®9ple killed while trying to 
P West, tapping tele- 

f phones and harbouring leftist ex- 


$ P bhee, known as the Stasl, kept 
'u former Communist rulers in 
i power through a network of sur- 
vg veillanoe and intimidation. Mr- 
\*j ^Celke was first arrested on 'Dec. 

y 1 * 19 89, .hit the r e f orm i st Com- 
“must government released him 
* after contending he was too in- 
frm tofece prosecation. 


Yeltsin vows indefinite challenge to hardliners; 
military moves tanks, imposes curfew in capital 


THE COMMUNIST hardliners 
who overthrew Mikhail Gor- 
bachev sent tanks roiling Tuesday 
near the Russian parliament 
housing Boris Yeltsin, who has 
spearheaded anti-coup demon- 
strations by hundreds of 
thousands of people. 

The military commandant of 
Moscow, appointed after the 
overthrow of Mr. Gorbachev, de- 
clared a curfew in the Soviet 
capital from 11 p.m on Tuesday 
until 5 a.m. on Wednesday. 

General Nikolai Kalinin said 
on Soviet television the curfew', 
ordered under a srate of 
emergency declared by the ruling 
hardline emergency committee, 
was intended to “prevent escala- 
tion of illegal activities.” 

Tanks formed columns near the 
par Franc r.t building, where Mr. Yelt- 
sin has been since Monday's coup. 

1 The Russian president told British 
Pnme Minister John Major by tele- 
phone that the tanks wen; moving 
and that be "believed he had not very 
mnch time left." 

Mr. Major told reporters in Lon- 
don that Mr. Yeltsin expressed con- 
cern about the safety of bts supporters 
ringing the building. 

It could not be determined where 
the tanks were headed, but a clandes- 
tine radio station inside the building, 
Moscow Echo, said the tanks rolled 
to within one and a half kilometres of 
the building and that an assault was 
feared imminent. 

The tank column was seen by an 
Associated Press photographer at the 
central airfield, about four kilometres 
fyom the building. 

^ Several tanks were seen travelling 
irons the airfield towards the Russian 
parliament building along a major 
street, but turned off before reaching 
the building, according to a producer 
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Demonstrators stop a tank coinmn In a Moscow street 


f.T.'Mc. 




at the nearby NBC news cff.cc. 

Streets, riround ihc parliament 
building were blocked off. 

Demnastrjiors — who defied a ban 
by the new government and gathered 
by the tens of thousand* around the 
building — were tearing up paving 
stones (rom a plaza near (he building 
and cracking pieces From its marble 
wall tc reinforce (he barricades sur- 
rounding it. 

On the steps of the parliament, s 
Russian Orthodox priest blessed 
youngsters who said they were pre- 
pared to defend the building, and the 
demonstrators were being shown how 
to use firebombs. A dozen ambu- 
lance^ were parked behind the build- 
ing. 

The reported tank movement came 
hours after Mr. Yeltsin gave a fiery 
speech denouncing the hardliners, 
who represent conservative military 
and KGB forces opposed to Mr. 
Gorbachev’s democratic and econo- 


mic reforms. 

“The junta thar has come to power 
will not stop at anything to keep that 
power." Mr. Yeltsin told ihc crowd of 
about 150.000. ’’They understand 
that things have reached the po.ni 
that if they lose. :hey will lose not 
only rheir armchairs, but they will be 
seated on court benches.” 

Even as he spoke, there were in- 
dications the hardliners were moving 
to try to silence Gorbachev allies. A 
Soviet Foreign Ministry official said 
Foreign Minister Alexander Bess- 
mertnykh had taken “sick" after re- 
turning from vacation “but was ex- 
pected to return to work in a few 
days.” 

The coup leaders also claimed that 
Mr. Gorbachev was ill but few be- 
lieved it. Mr. Gorbachev has not been 
heard from since Monday’s coup, 
which came while he was vacationing 
in the Crimea. Mr. Yeltsin said Mr. 
Gorbachev had a recent medical ex- 


amination and was in good health. 

The leader of Kazakhstan, the 
Soviet Union's third most powerful 
republic, Tuesday attacked the hard- 
line communists and demanded to 
hear from ousted Mr. Gorbachev. 

In an official statement reported by 
the Soviet news agency TASS. Presi- 
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev said the 
decisions of the emergency commit- 
tee were illegal and trampled on the 
rights of the republics. 

“If we go further down the road of 
illegality, the people will not forgive 
us," he said. “Above all in these 
difficult days the country wants to 
hear the opinion of Mikhail Gor- 
bachev himself, who must personally 
confirm his inability to carrv out his 
duties." 

U.S. President George Bush said 
Tuesday he has assured Mr. Yeltsin 

(Continued on page 5) 


West seeks to reverse Soviet course 


Combined agency despatches 

WESTERN LEADERS were lin- 
ing up behind ousted Soviet Pres- 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev Tues- 
day, threatening to suspend aid ro 
Moscow and backing a call by 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
that he be restored to power. 

But others oould barely contain 
their glee at the downfall of a 
man they saw as having betrayed 
the Communist cause and sold 
out to Washington. - 

The European Community 
joined nations in suspending 
Soviet aid programmes, and 
NATO said military reductions 
could be slowed or halted if the 
new Kremlin regime reneges on 
troop withdrawal promises. The 
EC was also planning a summit 
Friday. 

After speaking with Russian 
republic President Yeltsin Tues- 
day, U.S. President George Bush 
predicted the coup would isolate 
the Soviet Union. Mr. Bush also 
said he told Mr. Yeltsin he sup- 
ports his resistance to the coup. 

In financial markets Tuesday, 


stocks stabilised on most major 
exchanges after plunging when 
Mr. Gorbachev was ousted Mon- 
day. The dollar and gold, popular 
investments in time of crisis, lost 
some gronnd. 

Czechoslovakia restricted 
travel by Soviets for fear of a 
wave of Soviet refugees fleeing 
the new regime, the official CTK 
news agency reported. 

Czechoslovakia, Hungary and 
Poland called a hasty meeting 
Tuesday to map out a coordin- 
ated response to the coup. 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and British Foreign Secret- 
ary Douglas Hurd lent their sup- 
port to a call by Mr. Yeltsin 
Monday for the “restoration of 
the constitutionally elected 
organs of power and the reaf- 
firmation of the post of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev.” 

Mr. Hurd saluted the “brave 
and principled stand” taken by 
Mr. Yeltsin, who is spearheading 
resistance to the Communist 
emergency committee which took 
power Monday. 

British Prime Minister John 


Major has called on EC states 
jointly to freeze aid to Moscow. 

Britain, like the United States, 
has already suspended technical 
economic assistance. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu warned Moscow’s 
new hardline leaders that Japan 
regarded the current Soviet situa- 
tion as unacceptable and would 
consider joining its western allies 
in suspending aid. 

Australia suspended a 500 mil- 
lion dollar ($390 million) line of 
credit to the Soviet Union Tues- 
day in protest. 

Newspapers in India, a close 
ftiend of Moscow, attacked the 
Soviet takeover with bitterness, 
sadness and predictions of inter- 
nal strife. 

But others were less sorry to 
see Mr. Gorbachev go. 

China's hardline rulers indi- 
cated business-as-usual with the 
new leaders in Moscow. 

Beijing, its relations still 
strained with the West because of 
its 1989 crackdown on a pro- 
democracy movement, may pre- 
fer Soviet generals in charge than 


a reformist. Western-oriented 
president like Mr. Gorbachev, 
diplomats said. 

In North Korea, where Mr. 
Gorbachev was publicly attacked 
as a traitor for granting diploma- 
tic recognition to Sooth Korea, 
newspapers reported the news of 
Mr. Gorbachev’s removal in 
guarded terms and gave it little 
prominence. 

The isolated state's stalinist 
leaders have not so far com- 
mented publicly on Mr. Gor- 
bachev's removal. 

In Hanoi, a government official 
said Vietnam was unlikely to 
mourn Mr. Gorbachev’s demise. 

"Gorbachev has made many 
mistakes.. .he has made too many 
compromises with the West,” the 
official told Reuters.. “He has 
also made the position and the 
role of the Soviet Union in the 
world weaker.” 

Ambassadors to the NATO 
defence alliance met Monday in 
emergency session in Brussels 
amid fears that the Soviet coup 
could herald a return to the cold 
war. 


Israel says Jews still able 
to leave Soviet Union 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
Kremlin's new hardline Com- 
munist rulers show no sign of 
closing the gates to Jewish 
emigration that Mikhail Gor- 
bachev threw open, Israeli offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

Israeli newspaper expressed 
the hope that more than a million 
Jews in the Soviet Union would 
join 300,000 countrymen who 
have arrived in Israel since 1989 
under Mr. Gorbachev’s reforms. 

They also said they were wor- 
ried Moscow would restore close 
relations with Arab states and 
withdraw its backing for a U.S.- 
Soviet- sponsored Middle East 
peace conference in October. 

Yossi Ben-Dor. spokesman for 
the Israeli consulate in Moscow, 
told Israel Radio by telephone: 
“We have no information of Jews 
being prevented from leaving the 
Soviet Union as planned.” 

Soviet immigrants who flew out 
through Eastern Europe on Mon- 
day ?nd Tuesday learned of the 
takeover on their arrival in Israel. 
Many were worried about family 
members left behind. Another 
60,000 Jews have documents to 
leave. 

The quasi -governmental Jew- 


ish Agency which brings Jews to 
Israel said it could handle up to 
50,000 Jews a month should 
events prompt them to leave the 
Soviet Union in a hurry. 

The flow reached a monthly 
peak of 30,000 last year but less 
than 10,000 had been expected 
this month. 

“Jews applied yesterday to the 
government passport office and 
received passports so if it's possi- 
ble to say, the present trend 
indicates immigration will increase 
in the near future,” said Baruch 
Gur, a Jewish Agency official in 
Moscow. 

The moderate daily Maariv 
urged Israeli leaders to act swiftly 
to bring Jews out, writing: “Ev- 
eryday that passes without action 
endangers their future and the 
future of Israel.” 

Israel had expected to renew 
full diplomatic relations with 
Moscow ahe^d of a peace confer- 
ence aimed at ending 43 years of 
Arab- Israeli conflict. 

The Kremlin broke off ties with 
the Jewish state over the 1967 war 
but relations had risen to the 
consular level under Mr. Gor- 
bachev. 

(Contained on page 5) 


Key suspect in Gandhi 
murder kills himself 


BANGALORE (AP) — The 
prime suspect in the assassination 
of Rajiv Gandhi committed 
suicide Tuesday as police dosed 
in on his hideout in a sleepy south 
Indian village, authorities said. 

The death ended a 90-day man- 
hunt for Sivarasan, a one-eyed Sri 
Lankan Tamil, who is believed to 
have masterminded the May 21 
suidde bomb attack that killed 
the former prime minister. 

It also appeared to have dosed 
all avenues for further investiga- 
tion into the assassination. Police 
have suspected Mr. Gandhi’s kill- 
ing was ordered by the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, a Sri 
Lankan separatist militia, but in- 
vestigators say it will now be 
difficult to procure condusive 
proof. 

Sivarasan, 29, shot himself 
through the temple before police 
sxonned the one-storeyed brick 
house in the village of Konana- 
knnta, 20 kilometres south of 
Bangalore, said Police Commis- 
sioner R. Ramalingam. 

“It is him there is no doubt,” 
the police officer said. “There is 
the glass eye.” 

Sivarasan, reported to be the 


top intelligence officer of the 
Tamil Tigers, lost his left eye 
while making explosives in Sri 
Lanka, investigators say. 

Six other people taking refuge 
to the house committed suidde by 
swallowing cyanide capsules. Mr. 
Rama! ingam said. 

At least four of them were 
identified as Sri Lankan Tamil 
separatists and included Subha, a 
22-year-old woman accomplice of 
Sivarasan, the police officer said. 
The two others had not been 
identified. 

All members of the Tamil Ti- 
gers take a vow to commit suicide 
if they are faced with arrest and 
carry a cyanide capsule on their 
person. Scores of militants have 
committed suicide in India and 
Sri Lanka. 

The news of the suicides came 
.as Mr. Gandhi’s widow Sonia and 
their son and daughter visited a 
memorial to the former prime 
minister in New Delhi to observe 
his 47th birthday. Prime Minis ter 
P.V. Narasimha Rao and mem- 
bets of bis cabinet also were 
present at the brief ceremony. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq: Gorbachev fall in Arabs’ interest 


CAIRO (R) — An Iraqi minister arriving in Egypt Toesday said the 
overthrow of Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev would redress the 
balance of world power and work in the Arab's interest . "The change in 
the Soviet Union was necessary to bring balance to the world ... and is in 
the Arabs* interest/* Abdullah Fadhel, Iraqi minister for endowment and 
religious affairs, told reporters at Cairo airport. Mr. Fadhel arrived to 
cake part in an Islamic conference organised by Egyptian Muslim religious 
authorities at al Azhar University, due to start Thursday. In contrast to 
normal diplomatic protocol, no Egyptian government representative met 
him ai the airport. Mr. Fadhel said he would propose motions to the 
two-day conference condemning the U.N. -imposed economic blockade of 
Iraq and Israeli oppression of Muslims in Jerusalem. 
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King: No reason for Soviet 
shift to affect peace process 


Combined agency despatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein said Tuesday he saw no 
reason for the overthrow of 
Mikhail Gorbachev to affect 
plans for a Middle East peace 
conference jointly sponsored by 
Washington and Moscow. 

The King, quoted by the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, said he 
expected Moscow to remain a 
close friend following Monday's 
overthrow of President Gor- 
bachev. 

Government sources quoied by 
Reuters said earlier that the King, 
who returned earlier Tuesdy from 
talks with Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad, would probably meet Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation IPLC) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat later this 
week. 

Palestinian radio said Monday the 
peace conference would now have to 
take place under U.N. auspices — a 
move iikelv to be opposed by Israel, 
which sees the f ailed Nations as 
biased in favour of Arabs, 


The King said his talks with Presi- 
dent Assad had been very valuable 
and Jordanian and Syrian positions 
on the peace process were very dose. 

King Hussein also said Jordan was 
“closely monitoring” the develop- 
ments io the Soviet Union. 

“The Soviet Union is a superpower 
country and a friendly nation and 
Jordan is closely monitoring events 
there,” King Hussein said. 

“We hope that the Soviet Union 
will remain our friend and we wish 
that it will overcome the difficulties 
which it is undergoing now," said the 
King. . 


dimensions.” 

Jordan has offered ro form a joint 
Palestinian -Jordanian delegation to 
the peace talks to help bypass Israel's 
refusal to deal with the PLO. 

But wide differences remain be- 
tween Israel and the Palestinians over 
where Palestinian delegates would 
come from and who would select 
them. 

Information Minister Khaled Al 
Karaki told Petra late Monday that 
Amman was eager to see Moscow 
assume its pivotal role as a major 
world po wer - 

‘ These developments... could in- 


“I do not see how the latest events .fluence the world’s balance of power 


in the Soviet Union will affect the 
Middle East peace process, but I am 
not in a position to comment on this 
issue right now," the King said. 

Asked whether any new develop- 
ments or proposals on the peace 
process in the Middle East came up as 
a result of his meetings with President 
Assad, the King said: “We on the 
Arab side will do our utmost to make 
the world understand that we support 
just, honourable and durable peace 
(hat addresses both the Israeli- 
Palestinian and the Arab Israeli 


which recently faced imbalances that 
allowed one power to impose its 
hegemony.” he said. 

Egypt Tuesday urged the Soviet 
Union to continue its leading role in 
Middle East peace efforts despite the 
ouster of Mr. Gorbachev. 

Foreign Minister Amr Musa said 
the process “must gq on regardless of 
any development.” 

"The Middle East peace process is 


(Continued on page 5) 


Kelly hopes new Moscow leaders will 
respect commitments made by Gorbachev 

Bush: Mideast peace efforts will 
continue despite Soviet events 


By Serene Halasa 

with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — U.S. President 
Goerge Bush said Tuesday that it 
was too early to say what effect the 
ouster of President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev will have on the U.S.- 
Soviet sponsored Middle East 
peace conference and a senior 
Bush administration official said 
Washington was determined to 
press ahead with the peace process 
regardless of the changes in the 
Soviet Union. 

President Bush, in a Washing- 
ton press conference, said while 
“it was too early to say what will 
happen to the Middle East peace 
conference he will continue to 
push for peace in the region. 

“The whole world wants to see 
that succeed. I hope that there will 
be no frustration of that on the 
part of the Soviet Union, who 
have heretofore played a very con- 
structive role in all of that," said 
Mr. Bush. 

John Kelly, assistant secretary 
of state for Near East and South 
Asian affairs, echoed the president 


in a satellite interview. 

Mr. Kelly, who accompanied 
Secretary of State Janies Baker in 
most of his Middle East peace 
missions since the Gulf war, said 
Washington would seek to en- 
hance cooperation between Arahs 
and Israel irrespective of the 
change of leadership in the Soviet 
Union. 

“The importance of peace and 
stability^ in the Middle East does 
not depend on the composition of 
the government of the Soviet Un- 
ion,” Mr. Kelly said in the satellite 
interview arranged through Wori- 
dnet. 

“There is already a momentum 
and buildup in the peace process 
which we in the U.S. intend to 
continue to push forward. We look 
forward for the cooperation of the 
Arab governments and the gov- 
ernment of Israel," he told ques- 
tioners in Amman, Cairo and 
Riyadh. 

President Bush and President 
Gorbachev, winding up a summit 
in Moscow last month, announced 
that Washington and Moscow 
would co-sponsor a Middle East 
peace conference in October. The 


ouster of Mr. Gorbachev has cast 
doubts on the process, analysts 
say, since Washington will have to 
reconsider the issue in light of the 
possibility that Moscow might de- 
mand a higher profile that the 
U.S. is willing to grant it in the 
proposed gathering. 

Mr. Kelly said tire United States 
will continue its efforts to “bring 
about the actual holding of the 
peace conference so that a general 
stan can be made on rfae resolu- 
tion of the problem in the area." 

“The U.S. has been working 
closely with the Soviet Union gov- 
ernment to enhance and to move 
forward the prospects of peace," 
be said. “It is too early to know 
whether the men who have seized 
power will honour (the pledges) 
that the Soviet government under 
President Gorbachev has made." 

Asked whether the American 
government will exert pressure on 
Israel to accept the land for peace 
formula. Mr. Kelly said: “We 
should try lo convince Israel that it 
is in its own best interest and the 


(Continued on page S) 


Soviet letter to Iraq seen as 
signal of possible policy shift 


Combined agency dispatches 

SOVIET COUP leaders sent a 
letter to Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein Tuesday expressing hope 
that Moscow will develop its rela- 
tions with all nations, the Iraqi 
News Agency (IN A) reported. 

That was a sign that the Soviet 
Union could be seeking a partial 
return to its role as Iraq’s super- 
power ally, which it played for 
two decades before the Gulf war. 

Moscow sided with the United 
States in the war. 

The letter from Vice-President 
Gennady Yanayev. named as 
acting president by the coup lead- 
era, expressed the Soviet Union’s 
readiness to develop its relations 
with all countries, ENA said. 

The letter said current difficul- 
ties in the Soviet Union were 
short-lived and its role in protect- 
ing and reinforcing international 
security would be as great as 
before, the agency reported in a 
dispatch monitored in Cyprus. 

Mr. Yanayev said steps by the 
new Soviet leadership were 
aimed at achieving quick stability 
and creating circumstances for a 
comprehensive development of 
the country, INA reported. 

It gave no further details in its 
brief dispatch. 

Iraq’s press Tuesday welcomed 
the hardliners' coup in the Soviet 
Union and looked forward to a 
resumption of friendship between 
Moscow and Baghdad. 


“Iraq hopes that the interna- 
tional balance will return in order 
to restrain the American policy of 
hegemony and aggression,” the 
army newspaper Al Qadtssiyah 
wrote in an editorial. 

“Iraq welcomed this change 
because of its desire to resume 
friendly relations with the Soviets 
based on true respect, common 
interests and struggle for the sake 
of liberation and the return of 
traditional friendship between 
Moscow and the Arab Nation,” it 
said. 

“With the overthrow of Mr. 
Gorbachev and his regime, the 
Soviet Union overcame a dark 
page in its modern histoiy, full of 
negatives that resulted in its los- 
ing its prestige and giving up its 
role as a great power in the 
world." 

The newspaper expressed the 
hope that tire coup “will form a 
decisive blow to the new interna- 
tional regime which the United 
States tned to impose on the 
world.” 

Another Iraqi newspaper, Ba- 
bil. wrote that “Americans and 
Westerners will be forced to re- 
consider their international and 
regional stands.” It said that 
“under the emblem of interna- 
tional detente Iraq was subject to 
aggression headed by the United 
States and with the agreement of 
the Soviet Union in the U.N. 
Security Council.” 

Al Jumhouriyah, newspaper of 


the ruling Baath Party, said that 
while in power Mr. Gorbachev 
behaved “as an agent of Amer- 
ican intelligence in the Soviet 
Union.” 

Iraq claimed credit for inspir- 
ing the overthrow of Mr. Gor- 
bachev. 

“Iraq’s right and steadfastness 
was one of the main reasons 
behind the fall (of Mr. Gor- 
bachev) ... because it (Iraq) ex- 
posed (his) policy of treason and 
conspiracy.” President Saddam 
press secretary Abdul Jabbar 
Mohsen wrote in Al 
Jumhouriyah. 

Mr. Abdul Mohsen, who 
headed political guidance section 
of the Iraqi Defence Ministry 
during the eight-year long Iraq- 
Iran war, said Mr. Gorbachev 
was a Soviet agent used by 
Washington. 

In the Yemeni capital Sanaa, 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh re- 
ceived a message from Mr. 
Yanayev which appeared identic- 
al to the one sent to President 
Saddam. 

The Yemeni leadership met 
Monday to review the situation in 
the Soviet Union following Mr. 
Gorbachev’s removal. 

Nayef Hawatmeh, leader of the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, said in Tunis 
that Mr. Gorbachev’s ouster 
could halt the e mig ration of 
Soviet Jews to Israel. 
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Israeli police to probe I Thatcher 


Algeria fundamentalists I Saudi 


P 



tan hopes Soviet 


Palestinians who went Aide. U.S. to boycott election talks crash 


Afghan policy will stay 


-■? >1 


to London meetings 


overruled 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli police 
will investigate whether three 
Palestinian peace negotiators 
from the Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies should be prosecuted for 
meeting Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials in 
London, Israel Television re- 
ported. 

Concern grew, meanwhile, 
over whether the Middle East 
peace process will continue fol- 
lowing Monday's -overthrow of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

Palestinian leaders Faisal A] 
Husseini, Hanan Asbrawi and 
Zakaria Agha met PLO officials 
in London Saturday and Sunday 
to discuss the U.S. plan for a 
peace conference in October. 

The three previously met U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
on his last peace mission. 

Israel bans contact with the 
PLO, Jewish peace activist Abie 
Nathan was jailed last year for 
meeting PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 


The television said the decision 
to investigate the three was made 
at a Monday meeting between 
Israel’s Attorney General Yosef 
Harista and Police Commissioner 
Yaaoov Tomer after a complaint 


was filed by hawkish parliamenta- 
rian Eliakim Haetzni. 

Ft said the police had been 
instructed to use the utmost de- 
licacy and not to arrest the three 
on their return to Israel. The 
investigation will centre on 
whether the London meetings 
constituted contacts with a fore- 
ign agent. 

Israel Foreign Minister David 
Levy said Monday the Middle 
East had to persevere with the 
peace process despite the de- 
velopments in the Soviet Union. 

“What we have done in this 
area with great effort demands 
responsibility, first and foremost, 
from the states in the region, the 
Arab states and Israel," Mr. 
Levy told reporters. 

But in a broadcast from Algiers 
the Voice of Palestine said Mr. 
Gorbachev's removal meant 
there would be no superpower- 
sponsored Middle East peace 
conference. 

Israel has agreed to attend the 
conference provided Palestinians 
from Arab East Jerusalem, and 
the PLO, are barred. 

In London the three Palesti- 
nians met PLO Representative to 
London Afif Safieh, U.N. dele- 
gate Nasser Kudwa and other 
prominent Palestinian exiles. 


British wish 


to continue 
Gulf war 


5 Turkish soldiers, 1 


Kurdish rebel killed 


DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) — 
Five Turkish soldiers and a Kur- 
dish guerrilla were killed in a 
clash near the southeastern bor- 
der town of SDopi, an official said 
Tuesday. 

The official, who refused to be 
named, said Kurdish rebels fired 
rockets and threw grenades at a 
gendarme post in Gorumlu vil- 
lage, 20 kilometres north of Siio- 
pi, Monday night. 

A U.S. -led rapid reaction 
force, ostensibly designed to de- 
ter Iraqi troops from attacks on 
Iraqi Kurds in northern Iraq, is 
based just south of Silopt- 

Anatoltan news agency said 
security forces were searching for 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 
rebels after the Silopi clash. 

The latest rebel attack seemed 
io show that this month's Turkish 
cross-border raids on PKK. bases 
in northern Iraq had failed to 
cripple the gronp's ability to 
strike. 

An army spokesman said 
Monday troops who crossed into 
Iraq on Aug. 5 had completed 
mopping-up operations. Iraqi 
Kurdish leader Jalal Talabani 
said in Istanbul last week that his 
Peshmerga forces would prevent 
other groups operating in north- 
ern Iraq once Turkish troops 
pulled out. 

Some troops were withdraw- 
ing, but others continuing to pat- 


rol Iraqi territory in an area 10 
kilometres wide and 13 
kilometres deep, Turkish Briga- 
dier General Hursit Toion said. 

Ankara has said troops killed 
about 50 PKK guerrillas and 
seized hundreds of rifles and 
rocket launchers in the incursion. 

Military officials said troops 
were continuing a search for 
seven Turkish soldiers captured 
two weeks ago by PKK rebels 
who attacked a border gendarme 
post, killing nine soldiers. 

The Interior Ministry said 
Monday that 15 soldiers, two 
policemen and four village guards 
had died in dashes related to last 
week's seventh anniversary of the 
start of the PKK's guerrilla cam- 
paign. Fourteen rebels were kil- 
led. 

A spokesman said 326 PKK 
suspects bad been detained since 
Thursday in a crackdown in 
northern and western rides, out- 
side the group's main strongholds 
in the southeast . 

One PKK guerrilla was re-' 
ported killed Saturday while 
trying to infiltrate Turkey from 
Syria. 


More than 3300 people have 
been killed since Aug. 15, 1984, 
when the PKK launched its guer- 
rilla war in the southeast for 
independence for Turkey's esti- 
mated 10 million Kurds.' 


LONDON (AP) — Former 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er’s private secretary during the 
Gulf war said in a TV 
documentary shown Monday 
night that Britain wanted to con- 
tinue hostilities against Iraq but 
was forced into a ceasefire by the 
United States. 

Sir Charles Powell said in the 
programme that the British did 
not believe the loop of allied 
forces bad been completely 
closed around Iraqi forces in and 
around Kuwait and wanted to go 
on fighting, “but the American 
view prevailed." 

British news reports said it was 
the first time that a member of 
the British war cabinet had sug- 
gested that the British wanted to 
fight on and were overruled by 
President George Bush. 

Mr. Powell was Mrs. Thatch- 
er's persona] foreign affairs advis- 
er at the time and was a member 
of the British war cabinetr-Mrs. 
Thatcher was replaced as prime 
minister by John Major last Nov. 
28. 

Mr. Powell made the remarks 
in a filmed interview shown in the 
last of three Gulf war 
documentaries made by the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation's 
weekly news and current affairs 
program “Panorama." 

The allied war to drive the 
Iraqis out of Kuwait following 
their invasion of the emirate on 
Aug. 2 last year ended on Feb. 
28. 

On Feb. 28, British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd was in 
the White House with Mr. Bush, 
U.S. Defence Secretery Richard 
Cheney, and General Colin 
Powell, chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, when the 
ceasefire was discussed. Mr. 
Hurd has always denied there was 
any disagreement between the 
allies. 

Charles Powell said in the 
programme: “My clear recollec- 
tion is that the advice which the 
American commanders and 
American military leaders gave at 
that time was that there really 
were no targets left to shoot at. 
(They indicated that) it was not in 
the tradition of the American 
army to shoot people in the back 
as they were running away from 
their tanks. 

“Therefore it would not be 
possible to go on with the fighting 
beyond midnight. We (the Brit- 
ish), I think, had some misgivings 
about that because we did not* 
believe that die loop had been 
completely dosed around the Ira- 
qi forces in and around Kuwait. 

“We wanted to be sure that 
was done because- we wanted to 
inflict the greatest possible defeat 
on (president) Saddam Hussein." 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Muslim 
fundamentalists whose campaign 
for an Islamic state plunged 
Algeria into violence; in June are 
to boycott talks between political 
parties and the government to 
prepare the first multi-party 
general elections. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), whose leaders are detained 
cm charges of armed conspiracy 
against the state, said it would not 
attend talks due to start on Thurs- 
day and urged the authorities to 
meet their conditions for a return 
to dialogue. 

In a statement, released by the 
FIS policy-making Majlis Ai 
Shoura late Monday night, it said 
it “doubted die good intentions 
of the regime." 

The elections were to be held 
on June 27 but were postponed 
after clashes between security 
forces and FIS militants deman- 
ding an Islamic state. 

President Chadh Benjedid im- 
posed a state of siege and 
changed his government which, 
under Prime Minister Sidahmad 
Ghozali, is trying to bold the 
elections before the end of the 
year. Officials said 55 people died 
in the violence. 

FIS conditions for talking to 
the government were: The im- 
mediate lifting of the state of 
siege, the release of its detained 
leaders, acceptance bads at their 
jobs of workers who took part in 
an FIS strike that turned into 
demonstrations and compensa- 
tion for victims. 

Military authorities meanwhile 
banned two FIS newspapers. 

The military, which is enforc- 
ing the state of emergency de- 
clared in June, accused the news- 
papers, El Mouquind and El For- 
qane, of “calling for civil dis- 
obedience and violence, and in- 
citing Grimes and misdemeanors 
against public order and state 
security." 

The military authorities did not 
cite any particular article appear- 


ing in the newspapers as promp- 
ting the ban. 

The state of emergency set up 
military tribunals and gave secur- 
ity forces special powers of search 
and detention. 

An official communique 
warned that anyone writing, edit- 
ing, printing, reproducing or sell- 
ing the newspapers faces impris- 
onment or confiscation of prop- 
erty. 

The action against the news- 
papers came a day after Mr. 
Ghozali announced that the gov- 
ernment would release 329 fun- 
damentalists held since violent 
protests interrupted election cam- 
paigning and prompted the stale 
of emergency declared on June 5. 

The government said about 800 
others who remain in custody will 
be tried in connection with the 
-unrest that had pressed for elec- 
tion reform. 

But there remained no con- 
firmation Monday that any of the 
prisoners due to be released had 
actually been freed. Those to be 
released did not include jailed 
leaders of the fundamentalist 
movement. 


originated 


in plane’s 


tyres 


OTTAWA (R) — Tire failure 
before takeoff caused the crash of 
a Nation air DC-8 over Saudi Ara- 
bia last month that lri&ed all 247 
Nigerian passengers and 14 Cana- 
dian crew on board, Canadian 
investigators said Monday. 

The Transportation Safety 
Board of Canada said it is investi- 
gating inspection procedures 
that the Montreal-based carrier 
conducted on the tires of its fleet 
before the July 11 crash after 
takeover from Jeddah. . 


Mr. Ghozali announced the re- 
leases as he prepared for Thurs- 
day’s talks about rules and a new 
date for the postponed elections. 

It was not dear whether the 
banning of the newspapers repre- 
sented an attempt by the nrifitary 
to undercut Mr. GbozaK’s efforts 
to woo the fundamentalists to the 
negotiating table. 

Mr. Benjedid has agreed to set 
a new date for the elections de- 
pending on the outcome of the 
talks this week. 

The government agreed earlier 
to hold legislative elections in 
November and a presidential 
election sometime after that, key 
demands of the fundamentalists. 

They would be the country's 
first multi-party legislative voting 
since it won its independence 
from France in 1962. 


Debris from the tires and 
wheels, and marks on the run- 
way, confirm that two tires failed 
before the aircraft had proceeded 
more than 150 metres down the 
runway, and one of them caught 
fire, said the board. 


“The problem originated with 
tile tires failing," investigator 
Ron Coleman said in an inter- 
view. “It appears to be the initiat- 
ing event. Had the tires not failed 
the flight would probably have 
been uneventful. 

“We don't know why it failed." 

Nationair confirmed Friday it 
suffered a series of wheel-related 
trouble on DC-8& this year and 
had not completed an inspection 
cm the jets before the Saudi 
crash. 


Israel shocked at Ethiopian 


denial of Falasha deal 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli officials 
were taken by surprise on Mon- 
day by Ethiopia’s denial it had 
agreed to let remaining Ethiopian 
Jews be brought to the Jewish 
state. 

“The money and understand- 
ing was initially that we would be 
taking out all the Jews, I don't 
understand this,” Yehuda Wein- 
raub, a spokesman for the Jewish 
Agency which brings Jews to 
Israel, told Reuters. 


Israel’s foreign ministry said 
Friday Ethiopia bad agreed to 
allow the emigration of 2,600 
black Jews, known as Falashas, 
left behind in Israel’s May airlift 
of 14,000. 

On Monday Ethiopia denied 
there was such an agreement. 

“The transitional government 
of Ethiopia categorically states 
that no such agreement exists and 


in fact in has never even discussed 
such an issue with the govern- 
ment of Israel or with any other 
party,” the Ethiopian Foreign 
Ministry said. 

Israeli foreign ministry offida 
said they knew nothing of 
Ethiopia’s denial and could not 
make any comment. 

A Jewish Agency official, 
speaking befoTfe the report from 
Addis Ababa, had warned that 
the foreign ministry announce- 
ment might jeopardise the migra- 
tion of the remaining Falashas. 

“If there is even the smallest 
chance that publicity will damage 
the operation, why publicise it?” 
Micha Feldman, bead of the Jew- 
ish Agency’s Ethiopia desk, 
asked the Jerusalem Post. 

Mr. Feldman could not be 
reached for comment. The Jewish 
Agency said be was on his way to 
Ethiopia. 


A federal transportation offi- 
cial said the government ordered 
the carrier to inspect all wheel 
assemblies in its fleet of DC-8s 
following incidents in which 
wheels were cracking and even 
breaking apart 

Nationair said it initiated a 
voluntary inspection of wheel 
assemblies on the seven DC-8s it 
was operating. 

The inspection programme was 
completed on July 16, just five 
days after the DC-8, chartered by 
a Nigerian company to fly pil- 
grims home from Jeddah, crashed 
minutes after takeoff. 

Neither Nationair nor federal 
safety officials were able to say 
whether the wheel rims on the 
downed aircraft had been in- 
spected before it crashed. 

“Well be looking at the inspec- 
tion, why it was called, who 
called it, what was done, what 
procedures were used, what tech- 
niques for testing were done and 
what the results were,” Mr. Cole- 
man said. 

Investigatofls are planning to 
transport debris beck to Canada 
to determine the cause of the tire 
failure. 

Saudis investigating the crash 
had said they believed a re- 
treaded tire disintegrated during 
takeoff but Canadian investiga- 
tors said the tire was at the crash 
site. 
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Iran decision to end hostage saga is irreversible 


source 


BEIRUT (R) — Iran's decision 
to use its influence over pro- 
Iranian kidnap groups to end the 
nightmare of the Western hos- 
tages in Lebanon is irreversible, a 
senior Muslim leader said Tues- 
day. 

“The changes in the Soviet 
leadership will have their huge 
repercussions worldwide and the 
Middle East in particular, but 
they will not affect the hostage 
release process," the Shj'ite lead- 
er, who requested anonymity, 
told Reuters. 

“The Iranian decision to dose 
the hostage file is final and irrev- 
ersible. The hostage card is a 
spent card no matter what 
changes take place in the world or 
the region,” he said. 

Speculation that U.N. -led 
efforts to arrange an international 


prisoner exchange including the 
nine or 10 remaining Western 
captives in Lebanon were moving 
forward was heightened by meet- 
ings in the Iranian capital at the 
weekend. 

The head of Lebanon's Hizbol- 
lah, an Iranian-backed group 
dose to kidnappers of Wester- 
ners, held another round of talks 
with Iran’s top leaders Sunday, 
the day after a Swiss envoy be- 
•lieved sent by the United Nations 
chief was in Tehran. 

Diplomats say Iran has helped 
■bring about a breakthrough in the 
hostage saga by playing down its 
long-standing preconditions and 
counting on concessions from the 
West after the rent of the hostages, 

inducting five Americans and two 
Britons, are freed. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 


Perez de Cuellar is trying to 
broker an exchange of foe Wes- 
terners, some held for six years, 
for nearly 400 Arabs captured 
from Lebanon and imprisoned 
without trial by Israel or its South 
Lebanon militia allies. 


He said last week after talks 
with Israeli negotiators he was 
“very, very hopeful" of a deal. 

Islamic Jihad, foe Lebanese 
kidnappers of several Wester- 
ners, proposed a swap in a letter 
to Mr. Perez de Cuellar delivered 
by freed British hostage John 
McCarthy on Aug. 12, foe same 
day that 1 another group released 
American Edward Tracy. 

Israel says h Is willing to deal 
provided it gets proof of the fate 
of seven servicemen missing for 
op to nine years in Lebanon and 


the return of those still alive. 

The Muslim source said efforts 
to gather the requested informa- 
tin were continuing but have run 
into some difficulty. 

“We' are having difficulty in 
locating foe Israeli pilot (naviga- 
tor Ron Arad). We don’t know 
where he is," he said. “We have 
contacted foe various factions, 
even the PLO (Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation) and every- 
one says we don’t have him.” 

Asked about foe other six 
Israelis, foe leader said: “The 
fate of the rest is not a problem." 
He would not elaborate. 

Sergeant Arad was captured by 
the pTO-Syrian Shi’ite militia 
Amal after his plane was shot 
down in South Lebanon in 1986. 

The chief of the Amal unit 
bolding him later defected to 


Hizbollah, foe dominant Shi'ite 
underground movement, and Sgt. 
Arad was believed to have been 
handed over to foe fundamental- 
ists. 

Hizbollah says it holds only two 
Israeli soldiers, captured after a 
firefigfat in South Lebanon in 
1986. It does not say whether 
they are dead or alive and makes 
no mention of Sgt. Arad. 

Germany Monday denied it 
had a “gentleman’s agreement" 
with Iran to release two Arab 
prisoners after two German hos- 
tages were freed, to facilitate a 
wider prisoner exchange. 

“There is no such agree- 
ment," Bonn Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Harms Schumacher 
told Reuters. 

A Muslim fundamentalist 
source said in Beirut Sunday that 


Iran was determined to remove 
all obstacles blocking the release 
of the Western hostages, includ- 
ing that posed by the two Hamadi 
brothers, imprisoned in Ger- 
many. 

The source told Reuters that 
Iran had agreed to persuade foe 
Hamadi family, to free hostages 
Heinrich Struebig and Thomas 
Kemptner as part of the overall 
hostage deal. 

None of the statements made 
by Iranian ofidals last week ab- 
out foe intense diplomatic efforts 
to clinch a hostage deal raised 
Tehran’s usual main demand — 
that Washington first unblock bil- 
lions of dollars in Iranian assets. 

Iran's change of tack seems to 
indicate it feels it can gain more 
in its ties with the West by hoping, 
to free the hostages. 
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ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
has privately voiced hopes foe 
tbc of hanflmers in Moscow after 
foe overthrow of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev will not be 
reflected in a tougher Soviet poli- 
cy on Afghanistan. 

Officially, foe government said 
Monday’s events were an internal 
affair of the Soviet Union. 

However, intense efforts began 
to analyse foe likely fallout on 
A fghanis tan. 

The Pakistan government was 
converted only recently to the 
idea of a political settlement of 
the 13-year-old Afghan war, and 
this month welcomed Soviet en- 
voy Nikolai Kozyrev to Islama- 
bad for talks on ways to dear the 


> 

jVioscow hardfiners could i 
support for tfaccr Afghan 
President Najibu&ab and 
more weapons. 

Radical Mujadedeen 
Younus Khalis said the j 
leade rship could benefit 
the United States mig] 

uienmO Cljmuu t 






“Things appeared to be moving 
in foe right direction and we do 
not know how the changes are 
gping to affect that,” a senior 
Foreign Ministry source said 
Tuesday.. 

“We would hope that we would 
continue to have a very positive 
response from the Soviet Union.” 

One Soviet diplomat forecast 
the new Soviet leadership would 
be far too busy handling prob- 
lems at home even to think about 
Afghanis tan, and foe issue would 
be pushed to one side. 

Though foe last Soviet troops 
left Afghanistan in February 
1989, Moscow continues to exert 
enormous influence as Kabul's 
main trading partner and supplier 
of weapons, fuel and food. 

Afghan guerrillas based in 
Pakistan said they feared the 


guerrillas. 

The Najibullafa governn 
ann ounced on state medur 
Mr. Gorbachev had be&;ift 
placed but gave no official tteai 

tion. ; 

Normally talkative 

sources were reluctant Jn -ebig 
meat. However, they deteetiit 
ports from diplomats that 
ranking Soviet mjHtary ■ 
tion bad arrived m KabuLV;- 

Earlier this month, Asa&% 
p| ornate said there was teasft; 
between Kabul and Moscowcwt 
Soviet pressure for Mr. 
lah to slacken his bold on 
to help United NatkHB e&xtrr 
broker a peace. 

“This can only be good newsj£. 
NajibuDab, in the shortterm.-* 
least, " said one envoy whajfi 
be expected him to 
his position. 

Pakistan, the Soviet Uniou^ fit 
United States and most gaeo$| 
groups have backed U.N. 
to reach agreement on a 
shional government i&Afgfiaag 
tan that would hold 

Mujahedeen guerrillas &we| 
far refused to sit down ati3$’ 
negotiating table with 
jibuflah or his ruling foj|r 


despite secret 



Khamenei says Israel must be destro 


-AV!^ . 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah AS Khazhroe£- 
saying the state of Israel had to be destroyed, denounced wbaUjb 
termed a U.S. plot to slaughter foe Palestinian cause. RecalH^.^ 
1981 assassination of Anwar Sadat, the Egyptian president *®^ 
made peace with Israel, Ayatollah Khamenei said zealous : 

youths would not allow the United States to impose its wiH .. 
Palestinian problem. The United States, be said, was pushmgiStW 
own kind of peace to achieve the “long-standing dreafeoi 
sacrificing the Palestinian cause at the feet of brutal Ztorrim..^ Ty^ 
solution of the Palestinian issue lies in the dest r u c tio n otfoe- 
usurper (Israeli) regime so that the owners of foe land — 
Christians, Jews, or whoever — may set up their goveranent«ll 
live together. He was addressing a group of former Iramrir 
prison ers of the 1980-88 war with Iraq. “Are the zeafousjrfds&a! 
youths -of Palestine and- other; Islamic countries 
America can easily settle tfte biggest problem of the^ IdamiejVmB 
in its own interest?” said-. Ayatollah Khamenei is. foe ' re&fL 
broadcast on Tehran Radio. “Those who installed 
mercenary and usurper regime in the region and who havestaiad • 
their hands with foe blood of people by approvin g jtsuiairi^; 
now planning to force Muslims and the owners of the land tp®iBi| 
that the land belonged to foe usurpers," he sad. Referri^tS-- 
Sadat, who was killed by Muslim fundamentalists. Ayatollah 
“A traitor became bold enough to commit treason, and was 
punished for it ... the heart of every conscious Muslim in the 
East is full of your hatred.” 

■ - " ✓ j ^ 

Fifth fire In Tehran destroys workshop 




NICOSIA (AP) — - Fire destroyed a sweater- knitti mr wn r kw ly rfm 
Tehran's bazaar in the fifth such blaze in three weeks, foe Hbifii 
Republic News Agency reported Tuesday. The agency sakffinT 
gutted the workshop and the heat smashed windows of nearby 
stores. .It said no one was killed but did not say if foerela^$* 
injuries. Firefighters rushed to the scene within minutes and notW 
the blaze within an hour, it said. An unidentified tew-enforasfeit ^ 
official told foe agency that an electrical short-circuit caused^ 
Maze, which broke out at 9:20 p.m. Monday (1650 GMT) ftafifts 
newspapers have said arson was suspected in at least three of/iss 
pervious fires m the teeming bazaar. Some shopkeepers hsveatf > 
the blazes are politically motivated. The bazaaris mbstb frfldr- 
wealfoy conservative families devoted to Islam, a 

revmutioii and comprise one of the factions jockey ing for pofMr 
made the .government. Hie powerful ba^^hante^- 

generally Mamed for driving up already staaeerine inflatk»% 
hoarding goods and price-gouging. .3 ■ 


Saudis deny flooding Iraq with forged mofli 


Iraqi accusations | 

me £3 *££**M f 

Iraq was ptintingfcEm^^ 
foe loyalty of us people. Iraq's Defend iSSrSl 
Qadissiy ah reported on Sunday that Iran and 

dinar ^ banknotes issued before foe^jvjL<®tf 
Ku^t. The money was being sent to Saudi Arabia to be destroyed 
and replaced with counterfeit cureer^foe^^ 
official source quoted by foe Saudi agen^ 

Iraqi regime itself resorted to 
printed fake notes to buv with them 
and individuals m a 
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^ T rial of armed dissidents Political groups struggle 


will be open to the public to become formal parties 


55s wi H be Open 

• --v : .v.-.-- 

S4SS- w confessionj 

1 C0 ^T^ By Nmaan 

** Sta 'S. Jordan Times StaffijR^xirrer 

! *attito!* ■ 

AMMAN — r Jordan will. not 
sjibniu televise confessfonsof mm- 
i <* r*fcbers of Mohammad's Army, 
bacfac^ithe armed dfcskteiit group that 
t gave £* ■^ B * aroted bn charges of 
^fAreateiuhg .national* security 
ly j.., ^jast monthrJmt-thcar trial by 


<Ubreateoiiig 
last month. 


hot be to aired 

iputies publicly cast doubt on 
the validity of the accusations 
against the group. 

“The idea was that these 
confessions would make the 
- pobhc see that it was not an 
orchestrated story," one offi- 
cial said. 1 

.. _ However, this official 
-iy .m™ uwu^oiu-uihi mot oy i addedi since a special State 
eyg newly-formed State Secur- Security Court, headed by 

Court wifi be open to the ““imfitary judge Ueutenant Col- 
,^4^rpublic. and Yousef A1 Faouri, had 

According to ^government been formed for the purpose of 
tnfajfy officials, the idea of Televising prosecuting the accused, and 
s (some, confessions 1 was consi- ^ lc . rr * a ^ s ar ^ pnng to be open 
sid t * ere ^ ‘"but was later .dropped tire public,” the idea was 
vbecause it would .have been in dropped." 

Zr™ ^ ^contravention of the spirit of “Television could cheoreti- 
fcr^derotwtacy.” • caliy air court proceedings in- 

These people -have been stead of preempting the courts 
^ ^accused but they have not yet by televising individual confes- 
***■ been convicted. Whether they ' sioas," another official said. 

beware guilty or not should be The number of those 
* hi the t determined by the court and arrested in connection with the 

e^not by the public on television," clandestine group, which 

non {g said one df the officials, who sometimes calls itself Holy 

n - requested anonymity. Warriors in the Name of God, 

’foSotfc- Members of the group were "has reached 72 people,” an 

to. and ^reported to have given full official source confirmed, 

e b^jr. confessions about their alleged Some reports bad earlier 

l grceniq H{ crimes, which reportedly in- pl^ed that number at 51 peo- 

^naneBjdnded pianting bOmb® in cars P*®- 

Quid foy Sad resulted m severe injuries hi an interview with Reuters 
leengtaito at least two people, and ■** Visnews last week. His 
1 to ^|kp!otfing to ' destabilise the Majesty King Hussein said that. 

, table rt country's security. reports numbering' the de- 

Wc mKjI , tainees in the hundreds were 

-ex^erated.” King Hussein 

*® descried the group as an 
— .^^Afghanistan and Pakistan and group which tareetted 

. Mheis revealed that Ihqi were t] “fffldanian targets^ 

Thi new State Security 
IN m Court is a military court that 

However, the main funding allows defendants the right of 

[j.r 0 ™* Il ^ DM T B i‘ n m ? s ” appeal, unlike the military 
Sdeslll|lfeadte^imd«the-ginse Starts which operated untfer 

1UL of sapport_ campaigns for martial law. Ir^H temporarily 

a operate out of the old military 
, dawnt^uccupmd temtones. the offi- ^ fa Mirka 

iaw yMladtled. - near Amman. 

Ptita pi Others confessed to tranung Upon announcing rhe attest 

of the g^TuS^werament 
mposei3 wyw to m ^ A J? E ?!? B, ^ es said chat Us members were 
d.ns^tse guns and AK-47 automatic found to be in possession of 

n«r™fc automatic rifles, hand gre- 

mtalZat nodes B ^d explosives. It said 

: teI f Vs ® ng ^ the group was plotting to carry 

^ij^irfesrions came after several out farther wt&luUejE. 

dan. 

of fine . — : , ■ ■ — : — ~tr — ; 

“^tudents from Amman and 

oftbeik • v-.i , -■ ; xrp 


^padn 
^xcludedlrom 

■ oftfate*' : T'" . ' . . 

. said. k 4MAN Ministry 

lists, bad decided to eidode 

aj ^fni , adepts fronr the A mman and 
rltsiSss^ 1 nurring ^choolsfrom sitting 
A compreheHshre exanti nations 
fbcaf sTOdaiisjUxoos. at the end 


tions 


orkll? the, ' ( four- year training 
rises, according to a go vero- 

nBtUDii^ official: ■ ■ 

• decskm . was. taken in re- 

hc to sIaddms , raquests and 

^^^'ibwed a iborougfa stody of the 
g ^ jj^^choob' twMBgcoaisK and ' 
of j^^ 1 ?f*vkjus oompre- 
\ ^sivelexauiiaa^ons, said 

Mamdouh " A1 

^^ob l»d .n*sed .to take , the 

jtoug with sttidents. 
ptoer community colleges in 
; b©ranK_ they said that 
** - Jr conrses last four years, like 
^Tiversity ephr^s ^nd unlike 
niauhity - courses - 

idi lasttwcL^ars:-' 

tonSSt^sAoob award 
OHr dnate s .tfiptaihas. on mzrsing 
t midwtfcTy ^p^Qg four 
a aEcns#^ 11 ^ yeksjof attendance. 

^ ? • t * ,e 

beKT at , 'ffia Ministry of 
■ ff&tk mvolvmg 1 officials from 



Mamdooh Al Abbadf 

toe two norsiug schools and other 
' experts who reviewed the training 
courses and the previous year's 
results. 

Dr. Abbadi said that the results 
of the previous comprehensive 
examinations taken by the stu- 
dents showed that none of them 
failed, which provides evidence 
of the high quality of training at 
the two schools. 

The students had also deman- 
ded that their institutions be con- 
sidered as full fledged colleges 
with the right to award graduates 
bachelor degrees. 


thef.v ~ 


tbooks to be introduced 

r ■ . * - 

•32 scholastic year 


SS 

*5S 

lin $1? 


lauitfodnciBg new 
tho^ft^ ^ jdioois in Jor- 
' ifae new 

the students 

.... • i^^daucerwidi the new tex- 

- " according to an 

^P^mteht^hy Khaied AJ 
i’--' tC 1 '- Rector of education and 
■ ai the Ministiy 


gf ^ . 13^000! teachers, will . in- 
t ^‘‘Xstwlente m the first, fifth 

^toidassesT Mr. Sheikh said 

■'^■ stote&eni.'on the eve of the 

new scholastic year. 
....^' r- SHrikh said that the mims- 
*_ aJs^r training % ,200 school 
•■^^(Syk^io bhllp unpkanent the 

Jr) t . 

Excess Of ehsmjnog tex- 

..- ^pjiand orienting teachers on 

^|'.to ;Bse : them wffi take 10 

j in. ' implementation of the 
{National Educational Con- 
. ^feVtesohUipns, Mr. Sheikh 

-^fe national co n fe re nce, which 
.. Wd under Royal patronage, 
O sd plans and presented ideas 


for the development of the educa- 
tional process in Jordan, taking 
into account the development of 
school textbooks, setting up 
school buildings and training 
teachers working for government . 
and private schools. 

■ 

According to Mr. Sheikh, the 
teacher is at the centre of the 
educational process and consti- 
tutes the main element in the 
teaming process. In implementa- 
tion of the resolutions, the Minis- 
try of Education has now spon- 
sored a plan for providing 
teachers with or without universi- 
ty degrees with proper training 
courses at the Higher Teachers 
Training Institute set up at the 
University of Jordan. 

Nearly 33,000 teachers wifi re- 
ceive on the job training under- 
this programme, which is to be 
completed in 10 years, Mr. 
Sheikh said. 

He said that the' institute, 
whkh opend is 1988; has- already 
offered training to 4,000 teachers, 
600 of whom have already grade- j 
ated. - 


This is the Gist article of a four-part series on the establishment of 
political parties in Jordan as parr of its ongoing democratisarion 
movement. The articles will seek to illuminate organisational, 
financial and other problems confronting these efforts . 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A5 Jordanian 
political groups prepare to for- 
mally launch parties whose 
members would seek election 
to the country's Parliament, 
some are struggling to define 
their platforms as others 
attempt to disengage from past 
political associations. 

Years of undergouud work 
and organisational and financial 
dependence on parties in 
Syria, Iraq, Egypt and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) have left their 
marks on the orientation of 
most of Jordan's political activ- 
ists. 

But as stipulated in Jordan's 
National Charter, total politic- 
al and financial independence 
will be a main pre-requisite for 
the registration and legalisa- 
tion of any political party in the 
Kingdom. 

While this poses no problem 
for some, such as the Al Ahd 
Party headed by former Briga- 
dier General Abdul Hadi Al 
Majali, others are evidently 
struggling with the new set of 
rules. 

In a recent public dialogue 
held at the Abdul Hameed 
Shooman Foundation between 
nominal leaders of four parties 
operating in Jordan, there re- 
mained an uncertainty to what 
degree some of rhe parties 
would be independent. 

The’ Baath Arab Socialist 
Party, headed by Ahmad Na- 
jdawi in Jordan, has had close 
historic links with the Baath 
Parry in Iraq. The independ- 
ence of such parties has yet to 
be established and some poli- 
tical observers believe that 
there may be clauses in the 
j charter which would prevent 
! such organisations from reg- 
istering as Jordanian parties. 

“We don't intend to allow 
such parties to function if they 
don't reform to become local 
parties and break their lead- 
ership finks with other parties 
outside of Jordan,” said a 
senior government official re- 
cently. 

Parties that want to be pan- 
Arab in character, orientation 
and financial backing will not 
be banned in Jordan, said the 
official. But they will not be 
able to register as Jordanian 
parties nor will their leaders be 
able to run for local offices. 

While some parties wifi thus 
automatically exdude them- 
selves for participation in the 
internal political arena, others 
have shown that they are able 
to change and adapt them- 
selves to the new status quo in 
Jordan. 

The Jordanian Peoples 
Democratic Party (JPDP), 
headed by Tayseer Al Zibri, is 
one example of a party that has 
adjusted itself to the realities 
of the new Jordan. Founded as 
a result of the decision by 
Jordan to cut all legal and 
administrative ties with the 
occupied territories in 1988, 
most members of the JPDP 
were formerly activists with the 
Damascus-based Democratic . 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine. 

During the two hour dia- 
logue at the Shooman Founda- 
tion, Mr. Zibri said that the 
JPDP had different domestic 
priorities than the party to 


which most of its members had 
been affiliated (o at one point 
or another. 

“We are a Jordanian party 
and as such have to concern 
■ourselves with Jordan's eco- 
nomy, its health facilities, its 
problems of unemployment 
and all other issues concerning 
our constituents here in Jor- 
dan,” Mr. Zibri said. 

While JPDP members say 
that the period of adjustment 
will continue and that initial 
administrative and organisa- 
tional split is difficult, group 
members are confident of suc- 
cess. At a recent rally at the 
Professional Union Associa- 
tion, the party, along with 500 
supporters, celebrated its first 
birthday. 

During the past two decades 
most political activists in Jor- 
dan secretly belonged to par- 
ties which were pan-Arab in 
character and thus had region- 
al and unionist aims rather 
than concentrating on purely 
national and domestic in- 
terests. 

Since 1957, when political 
parties were first banned, poli- 
tical activists concentrated on 
regional goals — rhe liberation 
of Palestine, possible federa- 
tion of sovereign states in the 
region, etc. 

But a democratic Jordan 
that has legally and politically 
disengaged itself from the | 
occupied West Bank and that 
intends to follow a different 
political orientation from the 
other countries in the Arab 
World cannot allow for such 
political affiliations, political 
analysts here say. 

“Groups with political 
orientations outside Jordan 
don't fit,” said a high ranking 
political analyst who preferred 
to remain anonymous. 

“Most of the political parties 
in the Arab World have a 
totalitarian tradition and totali- 
tarianism does not belong in a 
democratic country,” said the 
analyst. 

Many of the political parties 
in the Arab World, he said, 
had not been totalitarian and 
dictatorial in their basic 
tenants but many of their party 
leaders had become dicta tors 
once they reached positions of 
power. 

While the older and often 
undergournd parties, including 
the Jordanian Communist Par- 
ty. had for long concentrated 
on regional issues and ques- 
tions pertaining to Arab unity, 
at leak one of the new parties 
in Jordan seems to have 
broken with that tradition in 
the Jordanian party system. 

The Al-Ahd Party headed 
by Brigadier General Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali is one which 
has almost entirely domestic 
concerns. During the discus- 
sion at the Shooman Founda- 
tion, Mr. Al Majali said that 
one of the failures of the 
underground parties had been 
their lack of interest in domes- 
tic issues. 

“We cannot be concerned in 
what happens next door if we 
pay no attention to what hap- 
pens here,” Mr. AJ Majali 
said. 

While verbally supporting 
Arab unity and the liberation 
of Palestine, the Al Ahd Party 
would be concerned primarily 
with keeping the “Jordanian 
bouse in order,” he said. 


Prince Hassan calls for 
' ’ tiffic* approach in 




handling returnees problem 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday stressed the importance 
of the international community’s 
response to Jordan’s appeal for 
aid to the returnees- 
Addressing a special commit- 
tee entrusted with ensuring the 
welfare of the evacuees. Prince 
Hassan said that any appeal 
~ which is not based on a' scientific 
background falls short of achiev- 
ing die desired results. 

The Crown Prince, who 
chaired the Returnees Welfare 
Committee, also said that the 
returnees problem not only needs 
an immediate response but al<n 
required continued attention that 
takes into consideration the large 
number of returnees and the high 
cost of urban services needed to 
meet their needs. 

“What is required right away is 
a carefully-studied scientific 
approach to deal with issues of 
concern to citizens and to com- 
municate with the world on such 
issues," the Crown Prince said. 

Piince Hassan criticized the 
double standards followed in 
paying a compensation, saying 
that the reparations fund in 
Geneva has allocated 52,500 per 
returnee to Jordan while it allo- 
cated $50,000 to each Soviet Jew- 
ish immigrant. 

Prince Hassan recalled Jor- 
dan’s proposal for setting up a 
compensation fund for labour- 
force exporting countries and 
noted the Kingdom's participa- 
tion in the 1980s to form an 
international committee specialis- 
ing in humanitarian issues. 

The Prince said Jordan should 
follow a scientific approach to 
demonstrate that there was a 
trans-regional and structural 
problem in this region which 
needs to be addressed by interna- 
tional bodies and agencies. 

He stressed that Jordan can 
highlight such a problem and put 
this challenge in an objective 
context. 

Such an approach is designed 
to cover the costs of social ser- 
vices during the next decade, 
including social, educational and 
health services. 

The Crown Prince stressed the 
need for concentrating on the 
human dimension in dealing with 
the country's problems. He also 
called for utilising the study pre- 
pared by the National Centre for 
Educational Research and De- 
velopment on the characteristics 
and situation of the returnees. 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan meets to desenss Jordan's handling of 
with various government and private sector officials (Petra photo) 


returnees problem 


Interior Minister Jawdat AJ 
Sboul, who also attended the 
meeting, said that Jordan was 
facing a unique problem which is 
characterised by its special fea- 
tures and the circumstances sur- 
rounding it. 

He praised His Majesty King 
Hussein and Prince Hassan 's in- 
itiative to care for the returnees 
and to set up a special committee 
to ensure their welfare. He said 
the committee would cooperate 
with all parties concerned to pro- 
vide the necessary help to the 
returnees. 

The committee's chairman. 
Salameh Hammad, who is also 
the Ministry of Interior’s secret- 
ary general, presented a briefing 
on the committee's working plan. 

He said that the committee had 
worked out a two-phase plan. 
The first phase focuses on provid- 
ing immediate care for the retur- 
nees while the second will look 
into individual aspects of the re- 
turnees problem. He said the 
committee sent special teams to 
the border poses to collect and 
pass information on the returnees 
and their needs to the committee. 

President of the National Cen- 
tre for Educational Research and 
Development Victor Balleh 
briefed the conferees on the study 
the centre had prepared about 
the social and economic features 
of Jordanian returnees. The study 
was the outcome of field visits to 


a large number of returnees. 

Jordan Bar Association and the 
Professional Associations Board 
President Waiid Abdul Hadi 
voiced the association’s readiness 
to provide the necessary support 
for the returnees. He called on 
the mass media and mosque 
preachers to focus attention on (he 
problem of the returnees. 

Noor AJ Hussein Foundation 
fNHF) Director General I na am 
Al Mufti praised the efforts made 
by King Hussein and Prince Has- 
san to support the returnees. She 
pledged the NHF support for the 
returnees and said the Founda- 
tion would carry out four projects 
aimed at generating income and 
jobs for returnees. She also called 
for drawing up a technical plan 
featuring the kind of assistance 
the private sector can provide to 
avoid duplication of work and 
services to returnees. 

Head of the Jordanian com- 
munity in Kuwait, Abdullah Al 
Qaq, who also attended the meet- 
ing, expressed appreciation to 
King Hussein and Prince Hassan 
for die special care and attention 
they gave to the returnees. 

Also, taking part in the meeting 
were a number of representatives 
of private sector institutions, 
'charitable and voluntary 
societies. 

Id a statement after the meet- 
ing to Jordan News Agency, Petra, 

Piince Hassan said he was in 


constant contact with internation- 
al bodies wishing to know the 
economic costs to Jordan of the 
return of hundreds of thousands 
of returnees. 

On the legality of expelling 
Jordanians from the Gulf, Prince 
Hassan said Jordan took the lead 
in the mid-1970s in proposing the 
establishment of a compensation 
fond for labour exporting coun- 
tries, but the international com- 
munity did not respond to that 
proposal. He said that it could 
have been easy to contain the 
crisis had there been agreements 
between the labour force export- 
ing and importing countries. 

He noted that the issue is two 
pronged: the first a comman 
Arab one based on economic 
agreements and the second is an 
individual one requiring thorough 
study to identify the cases which 
suffered legally or illegally. 

Asked about his assessment of 
the Returnees Welfare Commit- 
tees workplan. Prince Hassan 
said the first features of the plan 
are clear in terms of the support 
and relief needed. However, he 
added, what is urgently needed is 
to quickly reach the returnees. 

He pointed out that some of 
the returnees have the investment 
capacity , in addition to the admi- 
nistrative capacities, which 
should be utilised in supporting 
Jordan's developmental efforts. 


Council of Higher Education approves 10 
per cent enrollment increase in universities 


AMMAN CJ.T.) — The four gov- 
ernment run universities are ex- 
pected to increase by 10 per cent 
the number of students enrolling 
for the new academic year start- 
ing in October in implementation 
of a decision taken Monday by 
the Council of Higher Education 
(CHE). 

The council decided that the 
four universities — the University 
of Jordan, Yarmouk University, 
Muta University and the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology — should increase the 
number of students they accept by 10 
.per cent in order to allow for a 
larger margin of school graduates 
to enroll according to the coun- 
cil's statement as quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 


Earlier this month, the four 
universities announced that they 
will accept a total of 10,375 
undergraduate and 2,479 post 
graduate students in the coming 
1991-1992 academic year. 

Columnists as well as other 
articles in the local press have 
been demanding that university 
education be offered to the 
largest number of students who 
graduate from schools. 

Minister of Higher Education 
Mohammad Hamouri said that 
those with a 65 per cent average 


in the tawjihi examination and 
above can be accepted while the 
rest of the successful tawjihi stu- 
dents can enroll at the private 
universities and community col- 
leges in Jordan. 

He said that usually nearly 70 
per cent of the total number of 
this year's secondary school 
graduates would be accepted in 
the four universities. But because 
of the Council of Higher Educa- 
tion's decision, an additional 
number will be admitted. 

According to the minister, 700 


expatriate srudents returning to 
Jordan will also be among those 
to be accepted in the four univer- 
sities. The CHE's announcement 
Monday also said that it has 
given its approval in principle for 
the inclusion of new specialisa- 
tions at Jordanian private univer- 
sities. 

Furthermore, the council, 
announced the appointments of 
Dr. Nassereddin Al Assad, a 
former Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion, as president of the Al 
Ahliya University. 



Ministry warns against violations at weddings 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Saturday issued a statement 
urging Muslims to refrain from 
firing during weddings and said 
that such improper and bad prac- 
tices often transform rejoicings 
into tragedies. 

Tefatm considers a wedding a joy- 
fill occasion for the bride and the 


groom and their relatives because 
such an event fosters cohesion 
among the members of the com- 
munity, said the statement. But, 
it continued, firings are harmful 
and could cost people their lives' 
and is totally forbidden by reli- 
gion. 

In accordance with the 
teachings of Islam, anything that 


disturbs the public order in Jhe 
streets and elsewhere is also for- 
bidden and, therefore, blowing 
car horns during weddings 
violates the rules of sharia (Isla- 
mic rule), the statement . said. 

A wedding is a private matter 
which should not be used to 
obstruct traffic or cause conges- 
tion on roads. 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 

Jordanian-Syrian Land Transport Co. 

Invites 

Contractors to participate in tender No. 4/91 for the supply of a number of 
truck tractors and semi-trailers as per technical specifications attached with 
terms of tender. 

Contractors wishing to bid for tender can obtain copies of tender documents 
from the company in JabaJ Al Hussein - behind Ministry of Health — opposite 
Al Fade! Bin Abbas Mosque - Amman for non-refundabie fee of JD 160.000 
(one hundred and sixty Jordan dinars) per copy, bearing official documents 
proving their registration in records of trading agents. 

Offers should be submitted and deposited in tender box of company not 
later than 2.30 p.m. (local summer time) on Sunday, September 22nd. 1991 . 

Chairman/General-Manager 

Hi sham Asfour 


Master® 


L 








MASTERCARD INTERNATIONAL 


Following the decision of the banking authorities in Luxembourg, the 
Cayman Islands and the United Kingdom to secure control of the assets of 
banks in the Bank of Credit and commerce Group(BCCl). MasterCard 
Internalionifl wishes to announce that it has terminated the appointment 
of (BCCI) as its representative member bank in Jordan. 

MasterCard International is also pleased to announce the appointment of: 

British Bank of the Middle East 

as its representative member bank to conduct acceptance, authorization 
and payment services for all MasterCard sales vouchers in Jordan. 

Accordingly, all MasterCard International accredited merchants previously 
dealing through (BCCI) in Jordan, and any other merchants who wish to 
join the global acceptance network of MasterCard International in Jordan 

should contact as soon as possible the 

British Bank of the Middle East 

P.O.Box 925286 Jebel Hussein Amman 

Please contact Mr. Kamal Sadeq on telephone 692961 Who will be pleased 
to set up the necessary arrangements. 
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Economic Forum 


By AbdaHa MaBd 


- - * 


Taxes 


THE notion that higher tax rates depress tax proceeds and vice 
versa gains the sympathy of a growing body of academic .opi nion . 
It also appeals to the sentiments of taxpayers who can easSy see 
that higher taxes rob them from the incentives to work more and 
harder, although some of them may arithmetically maze about 
how cutting taxes might lead to more tax revenues. 

The famous Laffer curve endeavours to simplify the 
apprehension of the causal relationship between lower tax rates 
and higher proceeds: A 100 per cent rate means that the treasury 
scoops away the totality of income and therefore no individual or 
enterprise will have the slightest incentive to work and generate 
the income on which the tax is levied. Tax proceeds will 
consequently nosedive to naught. Cut tax rates gradually and 
more and more persons will be motivated Co start work. 
Proportionate incomes will be generated and tax proceeds start to 
pick up. 

The mechanism through which lower tax rates boost tax 
proceeds will be easier to discern if one distinguishes between the 
short-term and the longer term. Such distinction is most crucial m 
economic analysis. 

In the short run, that is up to one year or perhaps up to two 
years in the context of tax analysis, cutting tax rates will 
undoubtedly depress revenues as well. But lower taxes boost tax 


and supply-side economics 

° f ^e e 

for the tax revolution of Reaganonmcs 


revenues mainly through working on production incentives and 
therefore time has to elapse until the production cycle is 
completed. It is only then that more income is generated and the 
tax base is consequently broadened in a way as to make up for the 
tax proceeds initially foregone due to tax cuts. 

The optimistic version of the theory here goes as far as saying 
that the broadened tax base will more than make up for the lost 
revenues. Production cycles and the impact of the incentives to 
produce more can be completed only in the longer run. 

Moreover, lower taxes serve to boost tax revenues not only 
through working on production incentives but also via suppressing 
the motives of tax evasion. 

Taxpayers are prone to try to run away from high rates. They 
may work hard to devise ways and means for evading high taxes 
and sometimes do not mind taking legal risks for that purpose. 
With lower rates, the motive to do so is greatly dinnnshed. 

Thus, the point is that tax cuts depress revenues in the short run 
but they improve tbe health of the economy in the longer run and 
thereby lead to a permanent boost in tax revenues, which 
outweighs the initial drop in these revenues. 

Now tbe ministers of finance of the day understandably do not 
care for tbe health of the economy five or ten years later. They 
care most to have adequate funds today. The financial headaches 


for foe AsanyoS 

wa/chaflenged by sooKjetoeb of 
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there has been an accumulation of 


theoretical 

to'foe soundness of foe aoppfy- 

side theorisation. -.;7 _ 

Paul Craig Roberts the chairman of ** *^*“!* 
EconomyfoWashington and a regnter 

Snin Business Week, published an 1 ® S 
Wall Street Journal Europe (August 13,1991) in which te had 

reviewed the performance of the American ™ 

SEZ-nd found that it lent 

and stated that the promise of the (A^ne»)aj^rfe 
programme that il would rescue the U S ' 

^^S^and permit growth without nsmg rat^ii^OTb» 
been achieved. However, Mr. Roberts is a staunch- proponent of 
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supply-side economics aid you be 


biased. Not so, because his assessment is 

However, our economic policy managers are weD- advised to 
read his article. 
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Peace engine must run Gorbachev ouster could have ripples around the world 


UPPERMOST on tbe minds of the peoples and governments 
erf* the Middle East countries is tbe fate of tbe ongoing peace 
process to resofre tbe Jong-standing Arab- Israeli conflict In 
tbe wait* of tbe coop that overthrew Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev Monday. Given tbe fact that tbe conference on 
this conflict is projected to start in October under tbe 
auspices of Washington and Moscow, there is every fear that 
toe U.S. may not be in a mood to co-chair the parley with 
Moscow if the hardline communist forces that toppled 
Gorbachev succeed in consolidating their grip on power. In 
fact U.S. President George Bosh has already raised such a 
possibility when be threatened not to cooperate henceforth 
with the new leadership in Moscow, having described 
Monday’s seizure of power as unconstitutional. In other 
words, the U.S. administration could be viewing tike new 
colle ctive lead er s hip in tbe USSR virtually as “outlaws” 
with whom Washington could not do serious business. 

Thus tile first casualty of the dramatic developments in 
tile Soviet capital coaid very well be the joint sponsorship by 
the U.S. and the USSR of the peace conference. But does 
this necessarily mean that another form of the planned 
parley cannot be bdd ander a different umbrella? It would 
be a sad development indeed if the existing momentum for 
peace negotiations wiB be frustrated, especially after the 
international community has succeeded m arm-twisting 
Israel into accepting to participate m tbe projected talks 
even though Td Aviv’s conditions for doing so are stiD 
unacceptable to tbe Arab side, particularly tbe PLO. 

It most be borne in mind that the Israeli government 
under tbe leadership of the Likud Bloc, never wanted to be 
party to any meaningful peace conference and has done 
every conceivable thing to sabotage the international con- 
sensus on the need to bold such a conference. The Israeli 
prime minister, Yitzhak Shamir, might be the first to sigh 
wito reiigfat tire diminishing prospects of ever, bolding peace 
talks. By tbe same token, tbe Arab side indenting tbe 
Palestinians may not rejoice at the ominous prospects of 
derailing tbe an debated peace negotiations. That is why 
every effort most be exerted to separate the power change m 
Moscow from the global solemn derision to hold the peace 
parley as planned. To paraphrase PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat’s recent caution against not conducting peace nego- 
tiations, aborting such talks would necessarily lead to 
further J udai s a ti on of Arab territories. Besides, the new-old 
leadership in Moscow may want to insist on improved 
conditions for convenmg peace talks on the Arab-Isradi 
dispute, something that tbe Arab side would welcome. 
Afterafl, Moscow has consistently called for the foil imple- 
mentation of the U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338 and there is every reason to believe that Moscow would 
once again re i tera t e that position perhaps tins time more 
forcefully than before. All in all, therefore, tbe tfayidmi to 
bold peace talks this coming October most continue to be 
binding even though the turmoil in the Soviet Union may 
cast a heavy shadow on East-West cooperation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Jordanian papers Tuesday gave prominent editorial comments on 
die toppling of Mikhail Gorbachev 


AJ Ral Arabic daily said that Gorbachev’s role brought shame to 
the people of the Soviet Union because hb leadership was 
characterised by total submission to Washington. Gorbachev, like 
former British premier Thatcher, fed not only because of their 
treacherous acts towards the Iraqi people, but also due to their 
treachery against their own nations, the paper noted. These two 
leaders have shown disregard to human principles and values and 
preferred to serve under the American banner to achieve personal 
gains, the paper added. We believe that toppling Gorbachev is a 
courageous move on the part of the Soviet people and military 
who refuse to be humiliated by the Americans and Western 
Europeans and are brave enough to rise against American and 
European plots designed to transform the Soviet Union into a 
nation of starving people or criminals and outlaws, tbe paper said. 
Despite allegations by Washington and London that the toppling 
of Gorbachev was unconstitutional, the people and armed forces 
in the Soviet Union will have the upper hand, die paper 
continued. It said that the Western countries have no power to 
bring back Gorbachev and can by no means impose an embargo 
on Moscow similar to that imposed on Iraq to humiliate the Soviet 
people. The paper sent greetings to the new Soviet leadership 
which, it said, is now leading the Soviet people away from 
servitude and slavery and towards real independence. 


The toppling of Gorbachev was bound to happen because hb 
policies have caused so much damage to tbe reputation of the 
superpower, said A1 Dustour daily. What happened in the Soviet 
Union Monday, has its deep effect not only on tbe Soviet people 
themselves, but also on many nations of the world in view of the 
influence Moscow has and the role it used to play in world 
politics, the paper noted. The developments in the Soviet Union 
are indeed of paramount importance and are bound to have 
repercussions throughout the world because the new leaders in 
the Kremlin are determined to reestablbh Moscow's world power 
and restore the Soviet Union’s respect and dignity which were 
severely damaged by Gorbachev’s behaviour, the paper added. 
We have no regrets to see Gorbachev fail from power simply 
because the ousted ruler had paved the ground for the United 
States to become the sole superpower, manipulating world affairs 
and causing real damage to Arab causes, the paper noted. It said 
that the Arabs are happy to see the end of a leadership that had 
opened the door wide for the Soviet Jews to settle in the occupied 
Arab territories and condoned Washington's aggression on Iraq. 


By Edith M. Lederer 

The Associated Press 


LONDON — The hardliners who 
ousted President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev probably can’t reverse the 
democratisation of Eastern 
Europe and steps taken toward 
arms control. But their sudden 
takeover generated uncertainty 
about virtually every global trou- 
ble spot. 

Soviet experts predicted a de- 
lay in ratifying the U.S.-Soviet 
treaty reducing strategic aims and 
questioned the new regime’s sta- 
ture to co-sponsor a Mideast 
Peace conference. 

Iran worried about possible 
civil war in its giant neighbour. 
Pakistan feared that peace talks 
with anti-Soviet guerrillas in 
Afghanistan would be derailed. 
Israel wondered whether emigra- 
tion of Soviet Jews would end, or 


become a flood. Japan was con- 
cerned about the effect on a 
territorial dispute. 

Around the globe, politicians 
and Soviet experts debated tbe 
potential international fallout 
from the downfall of a superpow- 
er leader whose cooperation with 
the West had generated hopes of 
a new world order. 

Iraq, which counts itself a vic- 
tim of Soviet-Western coopera- 
tion, enthusiastically greeted the 
change of government. Libyan 
leader Moammar Gadhafi also 
welcomed the hardline revolt. 

Economists worried that tur- 
moil in the Soviet Union could 
endanger tile world economy's 
fragile recovery by putting up- 
ward pressure on interest rates. 

“The saving grace is that a 
great deal of the progress made as 
a result of Gorbachev’s new 
thinking on foreign policy cannot 


be undone,” said Prof. Paul Wil- 
kinson, head of the Department 
of International Relations at the 
University of St. Andrews in 
Scotland. 

“It is not feasible for the hard- 
liners to turn the clock back in 
Europe and impose monolithic 
communist regimes once again on 
the newly liberated and democra- 
tised Eastern European coun- 
tries,” he said. 

“But it does underline the 
urgency of establishing fresh 
security arrangements to protect 
these countries which cannot 
guarantee their own security 
alone,” he said. 

Western leaders said they are 
watching developments carefully 
and Soviet experts predicted a 
moratorium on virtually every- 
thing. 

A spokesman for Pakistan's 
Foreign Ministry said Mr. Gor- 


bachev’s replacement could be a 
major setback for negotiations to 
end the 13-year-old war in Afgha- 
nistan. 


signed last month by Mr. Gor- 
bachev and President Bush. 


“I think it's all down tbe 
drain,” said a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, who cannot be iden- 
tified under briefing rules. 

The conservative International 
Freedom Foundation, based in 
Washington, said the overthrow 
could threaten democratisation in 
Southern Africa by undermining 
the U.S.-Soviet relationship that 
led to resolving regional conflicts, 
particularly Angola. 

Sen. Dennis Decondni, D- 
Ariz, a member of tbe Senate 
Intelligence Committee said the 
coup makes it “very difficult for 
us to have any confidence in tbe 
signing” of the Strategic Arms 
Treaty which cut stocks by one- 
third. Tbe START accord was 


The hardliners have pressing 
problems to deal with and are in 
no position to reverse Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s efforts to cool the arms 
race, said Soviet expert Henry 
Dodds, editor of Jane's Intelli- 
gence Review. 

“They’re doing it not because 
they like the West but because 
the burden of military spending is 
too high for a dangerously 
weakened Soviet economy to sus- 
tain,” said Prof. Stephen White 
of the University of Glasgow 
whose book “Gorbachev and Af- 
ter” was published here this 


“Tbe quickest way to get .them 
(Soviet military chiefs) tostart an \« - 
arms race is to say we're going to- 
cancel all the defence Cuts. Ev- ' 


cry body has got to be very careful 
indeed,” said Mr. Duncan.;- . 


j . • 


. A n drew Duncan of the Inter- 
national Institute of Strategic Stu- 
dies urged the West not to bait tbe 
phased defence cuts already 
under way. 


Dr. Dodds said .the -Soviet -7 : 
military may now slow fe e p ace of- : ,,- 
withdrawal of its armed forces ® ^ 
Eastern Europe- Tfris^ could vn ,- ■ 
turn prompt NATO to examine - 
its plans, to - cuts in forres^V-- 
tioned in Germany. * '• ^ . , 

But Paul Beaver^publisherof^*: 
Jane’s Defence weekfyi 
“The major threat to Europe is - -v . 
not one of interview or reco®--; 
quering of the Warsaw P&t, ^ - 

one of economic ref ugee s and ,- 

political asylum seekers 

to a new life in the WesL”.'- 

‘They’re defending fees ’ hw : > 
dears against refugees, not against -_ v 
Soviet tanks,” he sakL 
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Sketches of leading Soviet 


emergency committee members 


I*. _ 1 


MOSCOW (R) — Following are 
biographical sketches of leading 
members of the Soviet Union’s 


state emergency committee, 
which ousted President Mikhail 
Gorbachev on Monday. 

The- eight-man hardline team, 
saying it bad acted to avoid 
chaos, imposed a state of 
emergency in Moscow and else- 
where; sent tanks out into the 
capital and banned all but a hand- 
ful of newspapers. 

In brackets are their official 
titles, as given by TASS news 
agency. 


Gorbachev’s fall 


was 


the U.S. intelligence 


community caught out? 


By Jim Wolf 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The U.S. in- 
telligence community, which 
spends billions of dollars asses- 
sing the Soviet Union, appears to 
have been caught fiatfooted by 
President Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
ouster on Monday. 

Although senior U.S. officials 
had publicly cited tbe possibility 
of a hardline crackdown, intelli- 
gence assessments were hedged, 
as is often tbe case, to cover all 
bases, according to several well- 
placed experts. 

“Did they categorically predict 
that right-wing dissatisfaction 
would trigger a palace coop?” 
asked Vincent Camnstraro, a re- 
tired Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) officer who directed in- 
telligence programmes for Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan’s National 
Security Council. 

“No they did not,” he said, 
citing background briefings with 
officials and former colleagues. 
“The community tried to cover its 
ass, and to the degree that they 
did not make concrete judg- 
ments, X suppose that could be 
identified as a deficiency.” 

President George Bush said on 
Monday that he had not received 
intelligence predicting a coup at 
fee time Mr. Gorbachev was re- 
moved by hardline communists. 

But "there's always been a 
concern,” President Bush told 
reporters at his seaside home in 


Kennebunkport , Maine, before 
breaking off his summer holiday 
to return to the White House. “I 
think if we go back... you would 
see that I've expressed concern 
about the bard-liners taking 
over.” 

William Webster, tbe outgoing 
director fo the CIA, in late May 
described Mr. Gorbachev’s fu- 
ture as “increasingly uncertain.” 
He cited tension from tbe possi- 
ble breakup of the Soviet Union 
and the danger of economic col- 
Ipase. 

“Moses (fid not get to the 
promised land, and this may be 
the case with Gorbachev,” Mr. 
Webster said in a May 30 inter- 
view to mark the end of his 
four-year tenure. 

Of course, there had been no 
lack of warnings from senior 
Soviet officials. 


were bells feat were ringing very 
loudly.” 

But the intelligence community 
“did not put them into a concrete 
prediction feat Gorbachev was in 
trouble,” although it did describe 
the instability in Moscow fairly 
accurately, he said. 

The CIA, asked to comment, 
said Mr. Cannistraro had left the 
agency about a year ago and did 
not have access to current intelli- 
gence reporting and analysis. 


Eduard Shevardnadze 
announced his resignation as 
foreign minister on Dec. 20, 
saying Mr. Gorbachev's reforms 
were threatened by conservatives 
pushing for a dictatorship. 

And an estranged Gorbachev 
confidant and reform strategist, 
Aleksandr Yakovlev, asserted 
last Friday that party reactionar- 
ies were planning a Stalinist coup. 
The leadership was purging refor- 
mers “and preparing social re- 
venge,” he said. 

Mr. Cannistraro, now a senior 
follow at the National Strategy 
Information Centre, said in a 
telephone interview: “Those 


“While he is entitled to his own 
opinions, be is certainly not in a 
position to authoritatively com- 
ment on classified intelligence re- 
porting and judgments on this 
issue,” spokesman Mark Man- 
sfield said. 

Arthur Hartman, a former 
U.S. ambassador in Moscow, said 
in an interview with NBC televi- 
sion that the United States had 
foiled to property evaluate the 
warnings from Mr. Shevardnadze 
and Mr. Yakovlev. 


Gennady Yanayev (Acting 
President of tbe USSR). 

Hand-picked by President Gor- 
bachev last December as a vice- 
president be could trust, the 54- 
year-old party bureaucrat re- 
placed his erstwhile mentor in tbe 
takeover, saying the country had 
become ungovernable under him. 

He said at a news conference 
on Monday the committee re- 
mained committed to democratic 
and market reforms. 

A stocky, hearty Russian who 
likes ice hockey and has an earthy 
sense of humour, Mr. Yanayev 
made his way to the top through 
fee Communist Party hierarchy, 
its Komsomol youth wing and the 
trade union movement. 

Just two months ago, he told a 
German radio agency he warmly 
backed Mr. Gorbachev but said 
popular discontent against his 
economic reforms was rising. 

“We need about two years to 
stabilise our country and get mov- 
ing slowly forward,” he said. “I 
hope Gorbachev will be at the 
forefront of this process.” 

Bnt in December be told fee 
Soviet parliament, which was 
prophetically sceptical about* his 
commitment to Mr. Gorbachev’s 
reforms: “I am a convinced com- 
munist to the depths of my soul. 
You can't make me budge from 
that.” 

It took two attempts to get Mr. 
Yanayev elected in parliament 
after dismayed radicals and re- 
publican deputies joined forces to 
deny him the vice-presidential 
post first time round. 

Mr. Yanayev graduated from 
an agricultural institute in 1959 
and later studied law and won a 



Gennady Yanayev 


Dmitri Yazov 


ci 


doctorate in histoiy, writing a 
thesis on “Problems of Trotsky- 
ism and Anarchy.” 

Vladimir Kryuchkov (Chair- 
man of the KGB). 

Kryuchkov, 67, became head 
of fee KGB in 1988 and presided 
over a campaign to put a more 
human face on tbe ouce-secretive 
security and intelligence appar- 
atus. 

But, despite public backing for 
Mr. Gorbachev’s reforms Mr. 
Kryuchkov is regarded as a hard- 
liner who has been responsible 
for renewed vigour in the KGB's 
military and economic spying. 

Mr. Kryuchkov joined the par- 
ty in 1944 and trained as a diplo- 
mat before switching to fee KGB 
in the 1960s. He says he is a keen 
theatre-goer and reader. 

Valentin Pavlov (Prime Minis- 
ter of the USSR) 

Another Gorbachev no minee , 
former Finance Minister Pavlov 
became prime minister in January 
despite a reputation as an old- 
style bureaucrat wife little sto- 
mach for foee-market economic 
reforms. 

Mr. Pavlov, 53, has been de- 
scribed by some as a competent 
economist but has also been criti- 
cised by others for displaying 
economic ignorance and mwWwp 
disastrous decisions as 

minister. 

Easily recognised by his 
brushed crew-cut and short, 
rotund figure, Mr. Pavlov 
just a month after he was m a a* 
premier that the West had {dotted 
to oust Mr. Gorbachev by flood- 


ing fee international currency 
market with roubles. . : r\, 

Dmitry Yazov (Defence SfiwL 
ter of the USSR) 

General Yazov, 67, took owl 
tbe Defence Ministry m DecoaS, 
ber 1987 with fee task ofgalsaa»| 
ing the vast country’s dc&bmf 
after the embarrassment causal- 
by the undetected flight to, Mos- 
cow by a teenage Wert German 
pilot in a light aircraft. 

His uniform is wefi decked ^iSi 
- medals and ribbons after neaii£ 
50 years in the army but; 'draft 
attempt to change hia image A 
.dour, he took to wearing softs-, 
on trips to the West. / .n* 
General Yazov, emerged ajsi *s 
major exponent of Mr. Gog- 
bacbev’s new approach 19' 
strategy planning, but he bea&V 
sector of sodefy renowned 
conservative views. 

Soviet forces are akn smarting 
from having to withdraw finoro^ 
mer allied states in Eastft 
Europe, including Osechosloyid^ 
where Gen. Yazov once cogBtt fl g. < 
ded the Soviet garrison, 1 

Boris Pugo (Interior AfiftstS- ■ 
of the USSR) 

Born in Latvia in 1937,' 
Pugo headed the KGB there: . 
was also party chief m the B*fiS 
repubfic. '““g 

He was appointed intend 
minister in 1990. ^ 

No fan of Mr, 

efforts to adopt a 

oomy, Mr. Pugo ha< b 
fee®® liberal economic pofi**? 
for the Soviet Union’s 
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Overly broad U.S. assessments 
have been a frequent bone of 
contention. Army General Nor- 
man Schwarzkopf, commander of 
U.S. forces that drove Iraq from 
Kuwait in February, complained 
to Congress in June that much of 
the intelligence he received was 
too wishy-washy to be of any use. 

Government spending on in- 
telligence is classified, but is esti- 
mated to total about $30 billion 
annually, much of it targe tied on 
the Soviet Union. 


LETTERS 


To fee Editor: 


I often read the Jordan Times, which I find 
useful for me as a B.A. graduate in the English 
language. I would, however, like to point out to 
two areas where your newspaper may not be 
objective. 

Fust, the professed neutrality oif foe Jordan 
Times is negated by the “attack" by some repor- 
ters on Islamist ministers and deputies by 

the people. I’m talking in particular about fee 
minister of education, a former teacher who knows 
many things about education while those who 


attadbeef him were 
JMBoondjSome essays published on fra 

fofoSLt analysts, contain mac 
«®wmauon and comments which should fc 
rated by yon as the writer* are nor Ml 
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on Egyptian civilisation 


By DavW Keys 

- ^ ■' - £ -.:' r .. / 

^GHAEpJLp^STS have 
*™nd. .extraordinary evidence 
*S« y/iQO years ago 




Aiieiieed. the' croHsarkm of 

what is TKWthe Greek Aegean. 

, The discOTery bas bcen made 
inside a citadel on the Nile delta. 
'• Exca vations 'badeed np by British 
- archaeologists, have - uncovered 
. tibe remains of a magnjfimit fres- 
co painted m the- style of -the 
' Mbobii civilisation - of ancient 
Crete, 500 ouies:away. . 

The discovery has been made 
by a .team' of Egyptofogfets'frtHn 
yieena University excavating one 
9 f ancient Egypt's long-vanished 
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^ of the most important 

pottety and jewellery from the 
(ate is being 'examined by 
archaeologists from - Edinburgh 
-University, while metalwork is. 
being analysed by an authority on 
bronzes from the British School 
- h Amman, Jordan. United King- 
dom (U.K.) scientists are also 
planning' to carry out tests on 
windblown- volcanic pumice 
found, at A vans whkh could shed 
light on the dating of tire volcanic 
eruption which destroyed the Ae- 
gean island of Santorini. 

..The. freseos, which, appear to 
nave decorated the walls of a 
royal palace, -should help shed 
light, on one of Egyptology’s 

— who was 
at die time when 
.was. the. country's capital. - 
.Ancient Egyptian chroniclers 
described -these mysterious rulers 
the hik-khoswrt or Hyksos — 
“the princes from foreign lands" 
— - and arc ha e o lo g ists have specu- 
lated that they came from what is 
now Israel and Lebanon. 

* .|n the Bible the era during 
wjrich t he Hyksos ruled Egypt is 
particularly important because 
B^uiy scholars believe it was then 
that Joseph and.tbe original Chfl- 
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dren of Israel settled in Egypt 
prior to the Exodus. 

The discovery of the frescos is 
sore to fuel debate as to the 
cultural and ethnic identity of the 
Hyksos rulers — and who they 
were influenced by. 

He presence of Minoan paint- 
ing; in a Nile delta royal palace 
suggests that there may have 
been considerable Cretan politic- 
al or religious influence. 

Unless the frescos merely re- 
flect a liking for foreign an 
worts, they probably represent 
some sort of political or religious 
influence. 

It is conceivable that the Hyk- 
sos pharaoh, whose palace it was, 
had a Cretan as a leading minis- 


ter, or married a Cretan or was of 
partly Cretan origin. 

The frescos are religious in 
content, and it may also be that 
they reflect a respect for Cretan 
deities at the court of the Hyksos 
rulers. The main god of Avaris is 
believed to have been the Egyp- 
tian deity of disorder and storms 
— Seth; while evidence from 
Crete of a wind cult, of bull 
symbolism and sacred mountains 
suggests that an aspect of Minoan 
religion may also have been 
based on some sort of storm or 
weather god. 

The bull — an animal which 
features in the newly discovered 
Avaris frescos as well as in hii- 


>Thebes 


no an art on Crete — was definite- 
ly linked in some areas elsewhere 
in the ancient world to the 
worship of storm gods. 

■ 

In Egypt, however, the 
worship of Seth and his equiva- 
lents to the exclusion of the sun 
god was seen at least in later 
centuries as a heinous activity. 
Whereas the “foreign princes" of 
Avaris seem to have paid especial 
attention to Seth, ethnic Egyp- 
tians later came to regard Seth as 
the devil incarnate — a wild and 
evil red-haired, white-skinned 
deity who had ferociously ripped 
himself out of his mother's 
womb. 

The Hyksos ruled the Nile de- 


lta area and modi of northern 
Egypt between about 1650 and 
1540 BC. 

The Minoan frescos were disc- 
overed inside a heavily fortified 
dtadel which would have domin- 
ated the city of Avaris. 

They appear to have adorned 
the walls of a halt within the 
palace — and are very similar in 
content and identical in style to 
the Minoan wall painting at 
Knossos in Crete on the other 
side of the Mediterranean. 

Painted as Cretan civilisation 
reached its zenith, the Avaris 
frescos feature typical Minoan 
motifs. One depicts people jump- 
ing over bulls — a Cretan reli- 
gious practice. Another shows 
women in Cretan costumes .while 
another depicts Cretan-style 
mountain landscapes. 

Which Hyksos kings ruled from 
this painted palace remains a 
mystery. However, the name of 
one — Khajan — has been found 
inscribed on the lid of an alabas- 
ter pot discovered in Knossos. 

Just as tbe Israelites in Egypt 
were enslaved after the Hyksos 
period, the palace itself was des- 
troyed by the Egyptian Pharaoh 
Amosis. who finally reconquered 
northern Egypt after a century of 
foreign Hyksos rule. 

At Avaris, the archaeologists 
— under the overall direction of 
Professor Manfred Bietak, of 
Vienna University — have even 
found a thin layer of burnt red 
earth which represents the final 
fall of Avaris and the Hyksos 
kingdom. 

The discovery of the Minoan- 
style frescos is viewed as sensa- 
tional by British archaeologists. 

Janine Boum'au, fellow of 
Cambridge University's McDo- 
nald Institute for Archaeological 
Research, said: “This is an asto- 
nishing find. We will have to 
rethink the history of this impor- 
tant period." — The Indepen- 
dent. 


Gandhi suspect kills himself ‘ Jews can 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Mr. Gandhi was killed at an 
election campaign rally in 
Sripermnbudor near Madras in 
south India by a young woman 
who detonated a bomb strapped 
to her waist. Mr. Gandhi, the 
suicide bomber and 16 other peo- 
. pie were killed. 

Sivarasan was photographed at 
the meeting by a cameraman who 
also was killed in the blast. 

The militant was holding a note 
pad and a pen in his hand, and 
was suspected to have gained 
entry to the venue by posing as a 
journalist, investigators have 
said. 

Police have arrested 22 people 
suspected to be involved in the 
conspiracy. At least 16 other sus- 
pects have committed suicide, in- 
cluding one who escaped from 
detention and was found hanged 
tbe next day. 

The questioning of those 
arrested led to the discovery of 
Sivarasan's identity. Police laun- 
ched the biggest manhunt in Indi- 
a’s history, raiding suspected 
hideouts across south India and 
sending teams to far-flung cities, 
including New Delhi and Calcut- 
ta. 

Authorities bad offered a re- 
ward of one million rupees 
(540,000) for the one-eyed Sivar- 
asan and 500.000 rupees 
($20,000) four Subha. Their 


photographs were plastered onto 
public buildings and buses across 
India. 

Police refused to divulge how 
they came to know Sivarasan was 
in the Konan&kunta house, but 
say the hideout was under sur- 
veillance since Sunday evening. 

Mr. Rama 1 ingam said police 
waited for reinforcements and for 
a medical team with an antidote 
to counter the effects of cyanide.^ 

On Monday evening the mili- 
tants opened fire, setting off an 
hour-long gunbattle in which 
three policemen were injured, he 
said. 

The house was kept floodlit 
through the night, but no move- 
ment was seen, Mr. Ramaiingam 
said. Shortly after dawn, three 
teams of police commandos 
stormed into the building and 
found the seven militants, includ- 
ing two women, dead. 

It was not clear when the 
suicides occurred. Sivarasan was 
found with an AK-47 assault rifle 
and a pistol by his side. 

Tbe Tamil Tigers have denied 
responsibility for Mr. Gandhi's 
assassination, and the motive for 
the killing was unclear. 

As prime minister in 1987, Mr. 
Gandhi sponsored a truce be- 
tween the Sri Lankan govern- 
ment and the Tamil militants and 
sent_ a peacekeeping force to 
monitor the agreement. 


still emigrate’ 

(Continued from Page 1) 

The right-wing Jerusalem Post 
said Israel would have to recon- 
sider its acceptance of the Soviet 
Union as a co-sponsor of peace 
talks should the new rulers halt 
Jewish emigration or take sides 
against Israel. 

“There is still tbe danger the 
new rulers, who are extreme con- 
servatives and men of force, will 
encourage the extremists among 
the Arabs including Syria,” 
Israel's biggest daily, Yedioth 
Abronoth, said in an editorial. 

Acting Soviet President Gen- 
nady Yanayev told an Israeli 
cabinet minister at a recent meet- 
ing that "the Soviet Union today 
is different, will remain different 
and will not turn back," the 
official recalled. 

Agriculture Minister Rafael 
Eitan also said that Mr. Yanayev, 
then Soviet vice-president, 
praised agricultural cooperation 
with Israel and said Moscow’s 
rupture of ties with the Jewish 
state in 1967 was a mistake. 

The two officials met during 
Mr. Eitan's visit to the Soviet 
Union in July. 

Mr. Yanayev “said that it’s a 
pity that they cut ties with us, that 
they should not have done so. 


ICR feng;. Nlo reason peace process be affected 
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evading an international conference 
and the requirements for peace," said 
a commentary of Damascus Radio. 

“The Shamir government is not 
concerned for peace. It is making 
many efforts to sabotage the October 
_ T *peace conference called by the Un- 
^’OtedStaiesand the Soviet Union,” the 
, r .rafop said. 

The warning, . Syria’s first public 
--assessmeoi of Monday’s Kremlin up- 
heaval, was part of a commentary on 
talks, between President Assad and 
King Hussein. 

Damascus Radio said the talks cen- 
sed on bow to make the proposed 
c on ference a success. 

. It said the Shamir government was 
hindering the peace process by mak- 
ing “aggressive statements, putting 
conditions on Palestinian representa- 


tion and announcing new settle mem 
activities in occupied Arab lands." 

“Arabs are standing today and 
tomorrow with every effort aimed at 
establishing a just and permanent 
peace. 

“But they will never bargain over 
baric rights or the occupied territories 
because there could be no peace with 
occupation,” the radio concluded. 

The official daily Tbhrc&n said the - 
Syrian-Jordanian talks were aimed at 
forging a joint Arab stand “to con- 
front Zionist obstinacy.” 

“Israel is not trussing any chance to 
undermine peace efforts and set up 
obstacles to prevent the implementa- 
tion of U.N. resolutions regarding 
Palestinian rights and withdrawal 
from occupied Arab territories,” the 
paper said. 
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Tension runs at high pitch in Moscow 


■' , (Coaftnoed front Page I) 
of "continued JS, s upp ort” in his 



effort to restore; Mr. 

Resident of foe Soviet Union. 
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r-Mti B^'saMJie’d tried twice to 
cafi. 'JWr^r Gfobadiev - "the duly 
ooastituted leqder of die Soviet Un- 


ion” — but had not been able to get 
through. 

Mr. Bush swore in Robert Strauss 
as U.S. ambassador to Moscow, and 
sera him there on an immediate fact- 
finding mission. Bui Mr. Bush said 
. Mr. Strauss will not present his 
credentials to the hardliners who 
ousted Mr. Gorbachev Monday. 

“Circumstances have changed 
rather dramatically since I accepted 
this assignment. It’s a different 
world,** Mr. Strauss said. But he said 
Ins task remains the same, to speak 
dearly “and if necessary with undi- 
plomatic candor, from time to time" 


to tbe leaders at the Kremlin. 

Mr. Bush said world leaders hoped 
the crisis would not turn into an 
East-West confrontation. He said he 
was returning to vacation in Maine 
but would be bolding meetings there 
to watch events in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Bush said it was hard to say 
.whether the coup would su cceed. 

"There appears to be very strong 
support from the people in the Soviet 
Union for constitutional government, 
for democratic reform,” Mr. Bush 
said ‘You don’t take freedom away 
from people very easily. You don't 
set bade democracy very easily.** 
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Bush: Peace efforts will continue 


(Continued from Page I) 
interest of other parties to move 
forward in the peace process." 

But “no government or nation 
likes to be forced to doing some- 
thing against its own will,” he 
added, implying a reaffirmation of 
the known American position that 
Washington will not exert any 
pressure on its hmg-time Middle 
East ally. 

Mr. Kelly contended that the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) had “damaged itself* when 
it supported Iraq in the Gulf crisis. 
He also ■ c * 3iL * H the PLO's support 
for the overthrow of tbe Soviet 
president saying “I think it's time 
for all responsible political leaden 
around the world and in the Mid- 
dle East to put the rule of law.It’s 
an important thing for the PLO to 
do to begin to refurbish its creden- 
tials.” 

Mr. Kelly conceded however 
that while it b in the interest of all 
parties concerned to have Palesti- 
nians present at the peace confer- 
ence. whether independently or in 
a joint Jordanian- Palestinian de- 
legation, it was up to tbe Palesti- * 
mans to decide on the form of 
participation. “Clearly Palesti- 
nians will have the ultimate voice 
on who will represent them at the 
conference,” he said. 

Mr. Kelly denounced the over- 
throw of Mr. Gorbachev. What we 
are witnessing in the Soviet Union 
is an event of historical import- 
ance. There has been an attempt 
by extra constitutional means that 
b means contrary to the (Soviet) 
constitution to alter the leadership 


of that country,’* he said. 
“Whether or not fob attempt that 
bypasses legality will succeed is yet 
unknown.” 

Speaking about the human 
rights violations against Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians in Kuwait, 
Mr. Kelly said that tbe American 
government had discussed foe 
matter with the Kuwaiti govem- 
. meat. “The human rights question 
in Kuwait has preoccupied the 
American government,” he said. 
"We have made it very dear that 
we want aO human beings that 
reside in Kuwait to receive equal 
and fair treatment under Kuwaiti 
law.” 

Mr. Kelly costdended that Jor- 
dan had received from the interna- 
tional community “several hun- 
dred million dollars in assistance 
to help Jordan (alleviate)” the 
burden of absorbing Gulf war re- 
fugees. 

Actually Jordan was pledged 
$56 million and only $16 million of 
" foe promised amount reached the 
Kingdom, officials say. 

Jordanian officials point out that 
the assistance foe Kingdom re- 
ceived from the European Com- 
munity and Japan was not in the 
context of tbe hundreds of 
thousands of refugees who passed 
through Iordan but was granted to 
oflest its losses resulting from the 
Gulf crisis and the international 
sanctions against Iraq. 

Mr. Kelly did not rule out re- 
newed use of force a gains* Iraq if 
“it did not comply with interna- 
tional law and the Security Council 
resolutions.” 





IRAQI JORDANIAN 
LAND TRANSPORT CO. 

Tender No. 7/91 
Sale Of Used Semi-Trailer 

Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Company intends to sell 
(236) used semi-trailers of Krone and Nootebome types 

manufactured in 1981-1982. 

■ 

Related Information: 

1. Custom duties unpaid. 

Offers can be submitted to buy one, or all. 
Semi-trailers can be checked and inspected at the 
company's garages in Aqaba, Jordan, starting 
August 21, 1991, 

Copies of terms, conditions, and technical speci- 
fications can be bought for the sum of (100) 
Jordanian dinars (JD), non-refundable, from the 
company’s main offices in Amman between 4th and 
5th Circles, Jabal Amman, during official working 
hours (0800-1430) starting 21/8/1991. 

Closing date for submitting offers 21/9/1991 (1200 
hrs). 

Dr. Shaker Mahadin 
Director General 
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PACK MG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

-TEL 604676 604696 


Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or taiffur-J 
nfshed. 

Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

{For further details, please} 
call 

lAbdonn Real 


* * — i 


eg 


P.O. 


7806 
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t TeL 81 0005, 810009, 
Fax: 810520 
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Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, ^ 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - GrincHays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoot Servicb 
‘Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

* JUMBO photo 


* Free enfergr 
20 x 30 on 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grnuflays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 





CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-lo-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 
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for the first time in Jordan 


I 

Two shows jdoy or 5:30 and &30 p.m 
71a Ai .-Ur - the L/ruversiiy 
Hospital bridge 
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The first 4 b«t 
CMnese Restaurant 
; r In Jordan 

istCfck Jabal Amman, near 
‘ Abfiyyah Girts School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
pm. 

7tiO-Midni&t 

Totmeea 
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AUTHENTp 

CHINESE 
CUISINE 
elegant 

t?\ colorful atmosphere 

moderate prices 
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CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 

a nan i i'ii ■ . i 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


SUM Chinese Chefs 


\Opcn 1230-3:30 A 6-00-11:10 duty 


WatB Saqra Road 
near Phdadetphia Hotel 
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Loved 




The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room..! 


IIAI'OTEL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.' Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23886 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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The Regency FbtoceHo&i 
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? a rules 


. l^NTECATINI, Italy (AP) — 
?.\e, one of the greatest players 
in soccer histoiy, has called for 
radical changes in current rules to 
make soccer more exciting for 
fr;.ns. 

.“AH sports, from tennis to bas- 
ketball, have progressed while 
soccer has changed almost no- 
thing in its rules. It's time to 
c’ oree,” said Pele, who is in this 
city to follow the under- 
17 World Championships. 

The International Soccer Fed- 
eration, FIFA, is experimenting 
with some new rules in the under- 
17 competition. 

They include limiting 
Asides calls to the 16 metres 
closest to the goal, and giving 
penalties to goalies who use their 
hands to stop backpasses from 
teammates. 

Pele said he fully supports 
FIFA’s attempt to improve the 
game, but added the changes 
should be more significant. 

The 51 -year-old Brazilian, who 
retired in the late 1970s. sug- 
gested a bo Kr hing the wall on free 




Ramtha thrashes 

ria’s Tishreen 6-1 


By Samir Janakat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

IRJ3ID — Jordan's A1 Ramtha 
Monday defeated Syria's 
Tishreen 6-1 in the opening 
match of an Arab soccer tourna- 
ment organised by A1 Ramtha at 
A! Hassan Sports City in Irbid. 

The Syrian team did not show 
much resistance in front of Al. 
Ramtha's continued attacks in 
the match which was attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and over 5,000 
soccer fans. 

Al Ramtha's first goat was 
scored by the team captain and 
striker Rareb Al Daoud in the. 
43rd minute and soon after, just 
before the end of the first half of 
the Khaiid Al Aqqouri of 

Al r.„ *ia scored the second 
goal. 

Al Ramtha, holder of the 


Jordanian Soccer Federation 
Shield and Jordan’s Cup winner, 
continued its attacks in the 
second half. Aqqouri scored the 
third goal for his team and Muw- 
wafaq Abu Hadib added the 
fourth to keep the pressure on the 
Syrian team, which seemed help- 
less in front of Al Ramtha’s end- 
less attacks. 

Bad ran Al Shaqran, who re- 
placed Salim Thiabat, then 
scored the fifth and sixth goals for 
Al Ramtha before Tishreen’s in- 
ternational player Abdullah Man- 
do scored his team's only goal. 

With this result Al Ramtha 
topped the list of the teams taking 
part in the tournament. Besides 
Al Ramtha, Al Hussein and the 
Jordan National Olympic team 
are participating from Jordan and 
Tishreen and Al Wihda from 
Syria. 



SP&ftT NEWS IN BRIEF 


Antlbo doubtful for championships 

TOKYO (R) — Double European champion Salvatore Antibo 
may have to pull out of the 10,000 metres at the World Athletics 
Championships after suffering from breathing problems this 
Italy's Antibo, gold medallist in the 5,000 and 10,000 
meires in Split, Yugoslavia, last year has not been able to train 
since Sunday. Italian team sources said Tuesday that Antibo, who 
is taking antibiotics, would decide later in the week whether to 
run the 10,000 metres heats Saturday’s opening day. Antibo was 
one of only a handful of athletes to arrive here by Tuesday with 
most teams opting to stay at venues outside the crowded Japanese 
capital. 

7 Champions reach rowing semis 

VIENNA (AP) — Seven defending world champions rowed into 
the semifinals Monday on the first full day of competition at the 
World Rowing Championships. Single scull lightweight title 
holders Mette Bloch Jensen of Denmark and Holland’s Frans 
Goebel clinched semifinal berths rowing against a brisk morning 
breeze. In the mep’s lightweight coxless fours, defending world 
champion Germany won its heat to qualify for the semifinals. The 
Netherlands, Canada, Britain, Italy, the United States, Spain, 
Australia and Ireland also won places in the semis. In the women 
coxless pairs, defending champions Stefani Werremeier and 
Ingeburg Alihoff of Germany crusied the two-kilometre course in 
7 minutes, 58.09 seconds. And the German title holders in the 
women’s double sculls also romped home in 7:50.35, 8.92 seconds 
ahead of Americans Alison Townley and Kris Karlson to snatch 
the semi-final place. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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ONE HIGH CARD TOO MANY 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 9 8 7 
? A Q 10 4 
: A Q J 7 
4J8 

-VEST EAST 

if A J 10 6 2 * Q 
"87 2 

. 10 8 6 5 : 94 2 

A 6 4EQ10 9754 

2 

SOUTH 

# K 5 4 3 

: K J 9 6 5 3 
. K 3 

* 3 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

1-0 4 # 4 T 4 * 

5 7 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of * 

- We are living in a world where 
material poises sk-as have become 
the measure of success. As a result. 
iposL of us are reluctant to relin- 
quish an asset, at times with disas- 
trous consequences. 

East's full -b landed preempt made 
life difficult for North -South. De- 
spite the poor quality of the long 

suit. South felt compelled to act. 
West introduced spades to an- 
nounce value* there on the way to a 
five club sacrifice, and North, with 
such good heart support, realized 


South would be unable to bid on 
because of poor suit quality. So 
North competed with five hearts, 
despite a minimum opening bid. 

West led the ace of clubs and East 
probably should have jettisoned the 
king in an attempt to get partner to 
shift to a spade. But when East en- 
couraged, West continued with 
clubs, declarer ruffing. 

Not having the advantage of see- 
ing through the backs of tbe cards, 
declarer drew two rounds of trumps. 
East discarding a club on the sec- 
ond. Next came four rounds of dia- 
monds, on which declarer s luffed 
two spades, as East pitched another 
ctub. A spade was led from dummy 
and. when East produced the queen, 
declarer knew enough about the 
hand to follow low. The defenders 
were dead as dodo birds. West could 
not overtake without setting up de- 
clarer's king as the fulfilling trick, 
yet if Cast were left on lead, tbe 
forced club return would allow de- 
clarer to discard the king of spades 
while ruffing in dummy. 

East should have foreseen the end 
position and avoided the trap. On 
the second trump East should have 
parted with one of his assets — the 
queen of spades. Now there would 
have been no way for declarer to 
avert the loss of two spade tricks for 
oown one. 


S. Africa fails to return 

to international athletics 


Fele 

kicks and expelling defenders 
who foul a forward from the 
back. He also called for eliminat- 
ing throw-ins. instead making 
players kick the ball back into 
play when it has gone out of 
bounds. 

Pele. who scored 1 ,280 goals in 
his career, also said the area in 
which goalies can leap to catch or 
knock away passes should be 
restricted, to give better chances 
for forwards to launch headers. 

“FIFA is a big industry and has 
concentrated on some major eco- 
nomic innovations in tbe past few 
years. Now it’s up to the rules,” 
Pele said. 

He said the new offsides rules 
being tried in the under- 17 gam es 
in Tuscany “have already re- 
duced the number of players per- 
forming at midfield, who under 
previous rules carried out an 
obsessive pressing, drying up the 
source of play.” 


TOKYO (R) — South Africa will 
not be readmitted to internation- 
al athletics following a decision 
by the Internationa] Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) con- 
gress Tuesday to accept a recom- 
mendation from tbe sport's ruling 
body. 

The IAAF council decided 
Sunday it could not recommend 
readmission of the republic, ex- 
pelled from die IAAF in 1976 
.because of its apartheid policies. 

“There is currently no unity, 
no final constitution and no de- 
velopment programme in opera- 
tion in South African athletics,” 
the council said. 

The decision means that unless 
the congress holds an extraordin- 
ary general meeting and reverses 
its decision. South African 
athletes will not compete at next 
year’s Barcelona Olympics. The 
congress is not scheduled to meet 
again until 1993. 

However, a group of six South 
Africans, who said they repre- 
sented 95 per cent of Sooth Afri- 
can athletes, said at a news con- 
ference they were confident that 
South Africa would send an 


atnletics team to Barcelona. 

IAAF council member Istvan 
Gyulai of Hungary told a sepa- 
rate news conference following 
the first session of the two-day 
congress meeting the question of 
South Africa’s read mission had 
not even been put to a vote. 

‘Hie congress applauded the 
position of tiie council,” Gyulai 
said. 

Gyulai said South Africa 
needed to demonstrate that the 
various factories of tbe South 
African Amateur Athletic Asso- 
ciation (SAAAA) were unified 
and that it had a final constitution 
and a development programme. 

“If the situation changes, then 
there will be a new approach." he 
said. 

1AAF officials said this week if 
the council decided that South 
Africa satisfied its conditions it 
could recommend that the con- 
gress readmit the republic. 

They said the congress amid 
then hold a postal vote and if it 
accepted the recommendation 
South Africa could still be admit- 
ted to the IAAF in time for the 
Olympics in July. 


The South African athletes in 
Tokyo said they had talks with 
the African Amateur Athletic 
Confederation Monday and 
agreed that the SAAAA should 
have demonstrated by OcL 12 
that it had achieved the IAAF 
objectives. 

Spokesman Brian De Lacy said 
in an interview afterwards that he 
hoped the confederation would 
then reco mm end to the council 
that South Africa be readmitted. 

Long distance runner Banele 
Sindam told reporters: “We will 
be in Barcelona and you can 
quote me on that.” 

Meanwhile, Italy’s Primo 
Nebiolo was re-elected as presi- 
dent of the International- 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
Tuesday for a four-year term. 

Nebiolo, IAAF chief since 
1981, stood unopposed after 
being nominated by 62 federa- 
tions. 

The first day of the IAAFs 
two-day biennia] congress also 
voted to increase the size of the 
governing council from 23 to 25 
members. 


Hungarian breaks swimming record 


ATHENS (R) — World Cham- 
pion Norbert Rozsa destroyed 
the world 100 metres breaststroke 
record in the European Swim- 
ming Championship heats Tues- 
day, lowering the mark he had 
previously shared with Soviet riv- 
al Vasily Ivanov. 

The 19-year-old Hungarian 
touched in one minute 01.29 
seconds to win the penultimate 
heat and break the 1:01.45 mark 
he set in winning the world title in 
Perth, Australia, last January. 

Ivanov, 18, who equalled the 
record in Moscow in June, could 
not match that performance and 
finished fourth in tbe last heat in 
10:03.30, failing to make the fin- 
al. 

Rozsa, unruffled by a false 
start by German Ralph Faerber, 
clearly meant business as he hit 
the turn in 28.67, inside world 
record schedule. 

The Hungarian raced on to win 
the heat by a vast 1,40-second 
margin from World Cham- 
pionship bronze medallist Gianni 
Minervini of Italy. 

“I was ready for the record but 
I expected it in the final, not so 
early in the morning,” Rozsa 
said. 

“It was a good race. I kept my 
strength for the second half. I feel 
good- for the final. It may easily 
be another record.” 

Olympic champion Adrian 


Moorbouse, who performed a 
similar world record-breaking 
feat in heats at the last European 
championships in Bonn in 1989, 
produced tbe second-fastest qual- 
ifying time of 1:02.30 in the 
second heat. 

The 27-year-old Briton, de- 
fending the title he has won three 
times in success on, began an 
extraordinary sequence when he 
broke the five-year-old world 
mark of American Steve Lund- 
quist with a time of 1:01.49 in 
Bonn. 

Moorbouse equalled tbe record 
at the Commonwealth Games in 
Auckland in January 1990 and 
matched it yet again in London 
tbe following July. 

Rozsa continued the improb- 
able sequence by equalling that 
jinxed time when he beat Moor- 
house in the World Cham- 
pionship heats and then finally 
shredded four hundredths of a 
second from it in the final and left 
the Briton with tbe silver medal. 

Rozsa, virtually unkown out- 
side Hungary before Perth and 
not even in the world top 100 in 
1989, was the revelation of tbe 
World Championships in which, 
at IS, be followed up the iOOgold 
and world record with a stiver 
medal and European record in 
the 200. 

Petri Suominen of Finland won 


tiie last heat in 1:02.57 ahead of 
Olympic bronze medallist Dmitri 
Volkov of the Soviet Union 
(1:02.89) and Belgium’s Frederic 
Deburchgraeve (1.02.99). 

All three made the final, but 
not fourth-placed Ivanov, whose 
1.03.30 left him 10th overall. 

Rozsa’s team mate Karoly Gut- 
tler, silver medallist at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics just (me hun- 
dredth of a second behind Moor- 
house, filled the last qualifying 
place after finishing second to the 
Briton in the second heal in 
1:03.11. 

Guttler led at the torn from 
Dutchman Ron Dekker, with 
Moorbouse third, but the Olym- 
pic champion asserted his author- 
ity down the second length and 
won by the best part of a second. 

Hungary looked likely to end 
the day with two tides as Krisz- 
tina Egerszegi led qualifiers in the 
women’s 400 individual medley. 

Egerszegi, double world back- 
stroke champion, won the final 
heat in 4:43.22, while German 
Grit Mueller, European bronze 
medallist in 1989, failed to make 
the final. 

Ex-east German Mueller lack- 
ed her usual drive and was never 
in the picture, finishing fifth in a 
heat she had been seeded to win 
and clocking 4:57.26 — 14 
seconds slower than 1989 silver 
medallist Egerszegi. 


Lendl wins Hamlet Challenge opening match 


COMACK, NEW YORK (R) — 
Ivan Lendl of Czechoslovakia, 
who has been sinking in the Ten- 
nis rankings, struggled to beat 
Carl-Uwe Steeb of Germany 64 
3-6 6-3 Monday in the opening 
match of the Hamlet Challenge 
Cup. 

Steeb, a German Davis Cup 
player who is ranked 52 in the 
world, held a 3-1 lead in tbe third 
set but let Lendl off the hook. 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


The night match was the only 
one played on the opening day of 
the $250,000 tournament after 
tbe entire day programme was 
wiped out by a hurricane that 
swept along the east coast of the 
United States. 

Lendl, who reigned for 156 
successive weeks as world num- 
ber one, has slipped slowly since 
giving up the top ranking a year 
ago. 


Struggling to come back from 
hand surgery earlier this year, 
' Lendl dropped to number five 
this week to fall from the top four 
for the first time in 10 years. 

“I just need to win some 
matches,” Lendl said. “It’s hard 
to come back while everyone else 
has been playing all along. 

“I hope it (his form) comes 
back in time for the U.S. Open 
next week. I know it’s there. It’s 
jnst a matter of getting it," 


Maleevas, 
Meshki . 
advance in 

Washington 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Wor- 
rying about her family back in 
Soviet Georgia did not keep Leila 
Meskbi from advancing to die 
second round of the Virginia 
Slims of Washington Monday. 

Meanwhile, Monica Seles* only 
familiar worry was whether she 
amid get her mother to call in the 
top-seed’s withdraw!. 

Meskhi, the seventh seed, was 
leading Italy’s Linda Ferrari do 
6-3, 4-4, when Ferrando retired* 
because of heat exhaustion. 

Afterwards, few people wanted 
to talk about the match. Instead, 
Meshki was questioned about the 
sti nation in the Soviet Union, 
where President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev was ousted 

It turned ont Meshki had no 
more infromation than those 
asking the questions. 

Tm nervous, because I don’t 
know what’s going on yet,” the 
23-year-old Meskhi said. She said 
she couldn’t reach her parents by 
phone. She said she was home in 
Tbilisi, the Georgian capital , just 
two weeks ago. 

“Everything was fine then. This 
is very strange.” she said. 

Meskhi is one of two Soviets 
playing angles. The other, Nata- 
lia Zvereva, played in the doubles 
final at the Slims of Los Angeles 
Sunday, and was expected to play 
singles Tuesday. 

Four other Eastern Europeans 
were able to put aside political 
concerns and win first round 
matches Monday — Bulgarians 
Katerina and Magdalena 
Maleeva and Czechoslovakians 
Andrea Strnadova and Regina 
Rajcfaitova. 

Seles withdrew from the 
tournament, this time getting her 
mother to call in her absence. 

The Yugoslav was asked to 
compete in the $350,000 event 
when Steffi Graf, the world’s 
top-ranked player, pulled out 
with a shoulder injury. Seles said 
she would consider the request, 
then bad her mother call a tour 
official Monday to say she would 
not play in Washington. 

Seles has had an eventful, if not 
event-filled, summer. After win- 
ning the first two legs of the 
Grand Slam this year, the Austra- 
lian and French Opens, she pul- 
led out of Wimbledon, citing 
injuries. She sent a note from her 
doctor to the Women's Tennis 
Federation (WTF) explaining her 
absence. ... • . 

She also missed the Federation 
Cup in July, which got her barred 
from tbe 1992 Barcelona Olym- 
pics. Also. Seles was fined by the 
WTF for playing in a New Jersey 
exhibition tournament, while 
missing tour sponsored events. 

Back on the court, fifth-seeded 
Zina Garrison defeated Cristina 
Tessi 6-2, 6-2; and tbe two 
youngest Maleeva sisters, Kater- 
ina and Magdalena, scored first- 
round victories. 

Katerina, the sixth seed, defe- 
ated Carrie Cunningham, 6-4, 6- 
0, while Magdalena, the youngest 
of tiie three Bulgsuian sisUers, 
topped Sweden's Catarina Lind- 
qvist, 6-4, 6-3. 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY AUGUST 21, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter F 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: pnederi las possible and do it m a 

Avoid annunents and accidents by new way - „ 

using spSSrare and caution as a UBRAz (ScptembajB 

doervedcoinpl intent or. smite 22) This is your day w ' 
c££Tbe subjit to a roisunder- yoUelf at the things you tike ito do 

standing that isn’t really the fault the most 

ofanyone. allies in detail the plan that you 

. A - im have thought out- 

ARIES: (March 21 to Aprfl W (October 23 to NovenK 

Much quiet reflection, study and 

delving into whatever is mysterious ber~l)T means so verv" 

■o au. briflg pmddcd« tocS 

ftaure - to be more aware of then 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Avoid arguments and accidents by 
nnng special care and caution as a 
deserved compliment or. smile 
could be subject to a imsunder^ 
standing that isn’t really the fault 
of any one. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Much quiet inflection, study and 
delving Into whatever is mysterious 
to yon can bring very productive 
results so you know to act in the 
future. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
There are quite a number of 
friends and partners who would 
Efcy to have your ideas now or who 
want to join in activities of import- 
ance to you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Do 
your assignment in much a fashion 
that it is app rov ed by one who has 
considerable power over your 
affairs to be able to assist you 
gready. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is your day to show' 
you are the one who does under- 
stand and recognise that a new 
attitude is necessary so that your 
dreams can come true. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 

you certainly can gain the good will 

of others about by the time you 
take out to please an associate who 
has the power to make life better. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You need for doing your pro- 
ject in snob a fashion that you have 
some extra money is fine so be as 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Busy yourself at all 
ugof usual outlets now and mtn ee 
them operate as they have never- 
done before by putting so methi ng 
your own family has suggested. 

CAPRICORN: (December 21 to' 
January 20) Friends and re gular 
associates are willing to go along 
now with what you have ro suggest 
so tfrinfc it out ver y carefully and 
then go ahead. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19 ) Money, money mattes 
occupy your attention rightly now 
so do those things that bring you 
more of tins world's goods, than 
you can help others. 

PISCES: (February 20 lb March 
20) Whatever you have in nriad : 
that does necessitate some person- 
al way to gain the good will of 
social contacts is exceflcat so get 
out and state what you want. 


Your birth stone = Hope 


World R eso urc e s - Dajan 8 Co. Inc, 
™ Jewelers- Gems 


THE BETTER HALF 


Amman- fto De Janafro • 
Amman- Amra Hofei- 6th &rde 


By Barnes 



None of the OTHER husbands were whimpering." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
s _by Henri Amok! andBpb Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to tam 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled lettecs to 

form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: WHILE OWING DRUDGE SPORTY 

Answer Why the speaker at the banquet needed no 
Introd uc tion — HE DiDNT SHOW UP 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Brothers 
6 Offends 
11 Brothers 

14 Walking — 
(elated) 

15 Exhausted 

16 Wind (fir. 

17 Brothers 

19 Path: abbr. 

20 Snicker — 

21 Charged atom 

22 Intense fear 
2-t Screen vamp 

Theda 

25 Gershwin 
brother 

26 Rep. 

29 Response: abbr. 

30 Detest 
33 Brothers 

35 Released from 
the hospital e.g. 

37 Long car for 
short 

36 Marijuana 

39 Bombeck 

40 Brothers 
43 Brothers 

45 Comedian Bob 
formally 

46 Nasser's union: 
abbr. 

47 Sounds of 
hesitation 

48 Bibfical Ron 

49 Signs 

50 Rood cover 

53 Once caHed 

54 — Hah 

58 Kimono sash 

59 Brothers 

62 Be appropriate 

63 Fish-eating birds 

64 Mountain nymph 

65 Turk. headgear 

66 Bowling score 

67 Additional 

DOWN 

1 Eng. youift gang 

2 Privy to 

3 Shoestring 

4 Stone: eun. 

5 Angel's detight 

6 Actor Lee 

7 Miss Massey 


Ha 


■■■iau aanSSB 


aaaaaa 



W RoMrvea 

8 Aviate 

9 Fabrication 

10 Show disdain 
for 

11 Deborah or 
Water 

12 Division word 
13 — do-wen ■ 

18 Cheerful 

23 Dan 

24 Scrooge word 
28 Boring toots 

27 Brothers 

28 Indonesian 
island 

30 Tennis term 

31 lane of song 

32 KM of wheat 

34 NYC 

35 Help] ' 

36 Cereal spikes 
38 Prior to: prof. 

41 Mann and 
Greeley - 

42 Outer tayorof 
fnilt 

43 Arouse 


Yesterday * & Puzzle Solved: 


imr 


M-asr- gjgjr 

Sit" sanetum ' ■ 

50 Soho ewefl _ . 
acsropiere- 

1! 1 • t' tm 


F . 



riiiiwj- 
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Sterling Found* . 
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Swiss Franc 
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French Franc 
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Japanese Vea 
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Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 


12 AfTHS 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

LLS. Dollar 

.693 . 

.695 

Sterling Pbund 

M2ft7 

?. ?5Ic 

Deutsche Mark 

.379J 

- 

Sirks Franc 


.-»• 3 

French Franc j i .//£ 5 

Japanese Ywi" j m50! , j m5C5ct 

Dutch Guilder 1 _ 3fc; j . 5*5 

Swedish Kron* j .J:V7 ! m JQK 

Italian Lira" .J5 JO 

.«|J 

Belgian Franc j .o-ijj 
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Bid 

Offer 

. Bahraini Dinar 

1.&J00 

1.6100 

' Lebanese -Lira* “ ' 

.0775 

.0745 

Saudi Rlyst 

.IS# 

.1450 

Kuwaiti . Dinar 


- 

Qatari Iliya] 

. !S7S 

.1446 

Egyptian JNwnU 

* .2050 

.CC50 

Omani 

1.7550 

i.TJOO 

UAE Dhiuun ■ 

" 

.16 6b 

Greek Drachma" 

.3400 

.3600 

Cypriof Fraud 

1.4000 

1.4200 
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Index 

/ S/S / 1991 
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4U-5ture 

108.56 

104.04 

Banking Sector 

102.02 

101.15 

Insurance Sector 

117 >6 

117.79 

Industry Sector 

115.44 

115.56 

Sente Sector. . 

1C7.S4 

126.S4 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


nr ' 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against tbe dollar at midsession 

on tbe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

■■ v 

One Sterling 
One U.&: dollar 

\ mma V -- ‘ * “ ' 



\ m m ■ • /f " - 


onnetof gold 


1.6352/62 

U.S. dollar 

1.1427/32 

Canadian dollar 

1.8080/90 

Decrtschemarks 

2.0375/85 

Dutch guilders 

1.5500/10 

Swiss francs 

37.15/19 

Belgian francs 

6.1300/50 

French francs 

1348/1349 

Italian lire 

137.40/50 

Japanese yen 

6.5630/80 

Swedish crowns 

7.05500600 

Norwegian crowns 

6.9750/9800 

Danish crowns 

358.00/358.50 

U.S. dollars 


World Bank 

drops fund 
for Soviets 

WASHINGTON (AP> — The 
155-nation World Bank has drop- 
ped a proposal to create a $3U 
million fund for technical aid to 
the Soviet Union, a spokesman 
said. 

Bank officials decided not to 
have the bank's 22-mcmber 
board vote on the proposal at a 
meeting Tuesday, Spokesman Pe- 
ter Riddleberger said. He would 
not say whether bank President 
Barber Con able or the board was 
responsible for the decision. 

"I don’t think they want to talk 
about helping the Soviets at (his 
point,” Mr. Riddleberger said. 
"It's moot now." 

The aid proposal grew out of 
the Soviet Union's application to 
join the bank and its sister orga- 
nisation, the International 
Monetary Fund. At the insistence 
of the United States, leading gov- 
ernments decided only to consid- 
er the Soviets for a special associ- 
ate status that would not have 
entitled them to borrow money. 

Before considering that, the 
World Bank's management prop- 
osed the two-year technical aid 
fund. A study by the bank and 
IMF concluded that the bank was 
well-suited to advise the Soviets 
on energy, farming and banking. 

While it is the world's largest 
oil producer, the Soviet Union 
has seen production and exports 
drop off sharply in recent years. 

Though Russia was once a major 
food exporter, the Soviets have 
been depending on imports subsi- 
dised by the United States and 
western Europe. Us banking sys- 
tem. designed for state ownership 
of production, would require fun- 
damental changes it the Soviets 
were to adopr a market economy. 

Some repons said the trust 
fund also would have been avail- 
able to help the Soviets with ?"<'h 
matters as establishing free- 
market prices and selling off 
state-owned industries. 

Mr. Riddleberger said the 
money for the trust fund was to 
come from the bank's capital. 
That fund is made up of contribu- 
tions from member governments 
and the bank's own earnings. The 
United States is the biggest single 
contributor. '' 


Soviet upheaval likely 
to keep oil prices up 


SING APORE (R) — Fears that a 
general strike could throttle oil 
exports from the Soviet Union, 
the world's largest producer, is 
expected to further drive up 
prices, which have already risen 
more than a dollar a barrel since 
the ousting of Mr. Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. Far East oil experts said 
Tuesdav. 

m 

“People fear a complete strike 
in the Urals oil fields and riots in 
Moscow,” said one Singapore- 
based trader for a U.S. invest- 
ment house. 

"The general feeling is that the 
market's up a dollar since yester- 
day and only Gorbachev's rein- 
statment will bring it down 
again ,’* he pointed out. 

Russian Federation President 
Boris Yeltsin Monday denounced 
Vice President Gennady 
Yanayev's removal of Mr. Gor- 
bachev and called for a general 
strike and mass civil disobedi- 
ence. 

Britain's internationally- traded 
Brent blend crude oil was quoted 
in Asia Tuesday morning at 
$20.65 a barrel for cargoes load- 
ing in October, up from SI 9.45 in 
New York on Friday. 

Oil experts also say the politic- 
al turmoil in the Soviet Union 
since Monday's coup by commun- 
ist hardliners will further reduce 
already-declining oil output. 

m 

Western oil companies had 
been ready to give technical aid 
to the Soviet Union to hetp stem 
the fall in output, but with Mr. 
Gorbachev out and hardline com- 
munists in power that aid will be 
withdrawn, they said. 

“Western countries wanted to 
help just because Mr. Gorbachev 
was in control of the country, but 
if he's not there this will stop," 
said Masaru Kai of Nippon Oil’s 
Petroleum Supply Department in 
Tokyo. 

“It can now foresee no mainte- 
nance work, no parts, and shar- 
per and faster decrease in produc- 
tion ” he added. 

Soviet oil production fell to 
10.75 million barrels per day (b/ 
d) in the first half of 1991 from 
11.9 million a year earlier. Ex- 
ports at 2.8 million b/d in the 
second quarter were down a fifth 
on last year, according to statis- 
tics from the International Ener- 
gy Agency, the West’s energy 
watchdog. 

“People are not going to go in 
there now with all the latest 
technology," said the U.S. invest- 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

TOKYO — Stocks closed higher on technical buying in hefty 
trade. Monday's panic selling on the fall of Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev abated. The Nikkei, which fell 1,357.61 
points Monday, closed up 230.30 points at 21,687.06. 

SYDNEY — The market maintained early strong gains to dose 
higher, with bargain hunters at work after Monday's sharp drop. 
The AJI Ordinaries Index ended at 1,524.4, up 22.3. 

HONG KONG — Shares prices ended sharply higher in brisk 
trade, with strong buying by institutions and major local players 
helping recoup some of Monday’s loss. The Hang Seng Index 
dosed up 125.69 points at 3,848.44. 

SINGAPORE — Stocks closed higher as short-covering and 
bargain hunting helped nearly half of Monday's losses. The Straits 
Times Index dosed up 36.85 at 1346.08. 

BOMBAY — Share prices fell on profit-taking sparked by fears a 
regional party might withdraw support from Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao’s minority government. The Bombay Stock 
Exchange Index fell 40.48 points or 2.32 per cent, to 1,709.43. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended a moderate volume session 1.9 
per cent higher, making a sizeable nick in Monday's 9.4 per cent 
loss. The 30-share Dax Tndex ended 29 points higher at 1,526.93 
after plunging 155.40 points to 1,497.93 Monday. 

ZURICH — Shares rose more than two per cent as confidence 
returned in the absence of fresh bad news from the Soviet Union. 
The SPI Index rose 25.4 points to 1,065.5. 

PARIS — The CAC-40 index ended up 38.03 points, or 2.25 per 
cent, at 1,725.57 in a technical rebound from Monday's plunge. 

LONDON — The FTSE index closed 14 points higer at 2554.5 in a 
nervous market waiting for events to unfold in the Soviet Union. 

NEW YORK — Blue chips started firmer but erased some gains 
on rumours of an imminent attack on the Russian parliament. The 
Dow was up 12.08 at 2,910.11 3t 1545 GMT. 
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ment house trader. "The Soviet 
oil industry is heading back into 
the dark ages.” 

Western experts attribute the 
falling output to deteriorating in- 
frastructure, backward technolo- 
gy, poor management and lack of 
production incentives. 

But a Soviet energy expen 
warned earlier this year that in- 
ternal political and social factors 
were also underestimated. 

"Indeed, the producing oil 
fields are badly watered and de- 
pleted and at least a third of the 
oil pipelines need replacing," 
Eugene Khamikov. chief of the 
world energy analysis and fore- 
casting group in Moscow, told an 
oil conference here in May. 

"But who really cares when 
there are no slightest stimuli to 
work — let alone work better — 
and ever worsening working and 
living conditions tempt Soviet oil- 
men to go on strike?" he asked. 

Mr. Khartukov said if the poli- 
tical economic and social reforms 
stopped, indigenous oil produc- 
tion would faU rapidly to less than 
nine million b/d by the year 2000, 
consumption would rise to II 
million b/d and net oil exports 
would dry up by 1995. 

The impact of rapidly falling 
Soviet exports on world oil prices 
depends on how much of the 
shortfall can be made up by the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC), oil 
industry experts said. 

Hideo Itoh, operating officer 
of Mitsui and Co.’s energy group 
in Tokyo, said OPEC could prob- 
ably proudee up to 25 million b/d 
compared with July's actual out- 
put level of 23.27 million. 

He said the average price of 
OPEC's “basket” of crude would 
range between $21 and $23 in the 
fourth quarter of the year when 
demand is traditionally higher 
due to winter stockbuilding. The 
OPEC basket was $18.22 last 
week, according to OPEC's offi- 
cial news agency. 

Mr. Kai predicted prices in the 
$19 to $20 range, although he did 
not think OPEC could supply 
more than 24 million b/d in the 
fourth quarter. 

“The Soviet Union needs to 
export to get bard currency," Mr. 
Kai said. He also said that worl- 
dwide stocks would increase in 
the second and third quarters of 
this year, which would absorb any 
additional demand in the fourth 
quarter. 

In the short term, however, oil 
markets are expected to remain 
jittery. 

"Civil unrest in the main con- 
cern," said the U.S. trader. "The 
market’s going to be very volatile 
from here." 

Mexico’s 
foreign 
debt drops 

MEXICO CITY (R) — Mexico’s 
private sector foreigh debt in- 
creased Si. 19 billion to 7.44 bil- 
lion in the first half of 1991, but 
was compensated by a fall in the 
huge public sector debt, the fi- 
nance ministry has said. 

Despite a rise in foreign bor- 
rowing, principal payments 
helped push the total public sec- 
tor debt down $1.34 billion to 
$76.43 billion, a statement from 
the ministry said. 

The figures were released in a 
half-yearly report to Mexico’s 
congress. The statement said in- 
terest and principal payments in 
the first six months reached $3.92 
billion. 

The finance ministry said the 
figures reflected tbe benefits of 
the renegotiation of the foreign 
debt under the so-called Brady 
Man in February 1990. At the 
time, Mexico's debt — the second 
highest in the developing world 
— stood at around $100 billion. 

“The results of the debt re- 
negotiation have crystalised in a 
reduction of the financial burden 
through reduced transfers abroad 
and the diminishing of the 
accumulated historic value of tbe 
debt," the statement said. 


Overthrow of Gorbachev 
may hurt world economy 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbe ouster of Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev raises the risk 
of a renewed U.S. recession and 
lessens the chances of a global 
economic upswing next year, eco- 
nomists said Monday. 

They voiced fears that the un- 
certainty engendered by the crisis 
could undermine consumer and 
corporate confidence in the in- 
dustrial world and hurt the global 
economy. 

"It's going to delay the recov- 
ery in the United States," which 
has the world's biggest economy, 
said David Jones, chief economist 
at Aubrey G. Lanston Co. "and 
world economic growth could be 
curtailed." 

On the face of it, the ouster of 
Mr. Gorbachev by hardliners 
should not have much of an im- 
pact on the global economy. 
Trade between the Soviet Union 
and the industrial world is minim- 
al. 

"They might as well be on 
Mars." said William Stirling, in- 
ternational economist at Merrill 
Lynch Co. 

But Mr. Stirling and other eco- 
nomists said the aftershocks of 
the crisis could threaten the world 
economy. The Soviet Union is a 
major oil exporter and political 
chaos there could severely disrupt 
shipments to the rest of the 
world. 

Much depends on how long the 
crisis lasts and how much it 
affects consumer and business 
confidence. If, as Mr. Jones ex- 
pects, it proves prolonged, that 
would be bad news for the world 
economy. 

"Consumer and business confi- 
dence are the keys to how our 
economy wifi respond to tbe 
Soviet events," said John Silvia of 
Kemper Financial Services Inc. 

The turmoil sent U.S. interest 
rates tumbling Monday and could 
strengthen the inclination of the 
Federal Reserve (Fed), the U.S. 
central bank, to push official 
rates lower still, economists said. 
The Fed was already on the road 
to lowering interest rates because 
of weak money supply growth, a 
sluggish economy and low infla- 
tion. 

To help cushion the world eco- 
nomy from the impact of the 
Soviet crisis, other central banks, 
such as Japan's, are likely to cut 
interest rates in the coming weeks 


to boost demand, economists 
said. 

Stock prices collapsed around 
the world on investor fears of 
everything from civil strife in one 
of the world’s nuclear powers to a 
return of the cold war. The crash 
could discourage companies from 
spending money on new factories 
and equipment by making it har- 
der for them to raise funds. Ir 
might also put a crimp in spend- 
ing by consumers. 

A prolonged stalemate in the 
Soviet Union is likely to keep the 
dollar high as investors put their 
money into the currency of the 
world’s leading military super- 
power. That could hurt U.S. ex- 
ports, one of the few bright spots 
for the American economy, 
analysts said. 

But Germany will be the coun- 
try hardest hit by the financial 
fallout. Mr. Jones said Germany 
faces inflation from higher oil 
prices and a weak currency and 
slower growth because of cut- 
backs in investment and other 
spending. 

Other economists said that tur- 
moil in the Soviet Union could 
endanger the world economy's 
fragile recovery by pushing up 
interest rates. 

But Mr. Gorbachev's ouster is 
nor immediately perceived as 
being a big threat to the world 
economy. 

"The world economy is in a 
very fragile state in terms of 
where it is in the cycle. It's 
coming out of recession very 
slowly." Leo Doyle, an econom- 
ist with the London investment 
firm Kleinwon Grieveson Secur- 
ities, said Monday. 

"This kind of thing we expect 
to be a small factor but it could be 
the straw that broke the camel’s 
back and put the economy back 
into recession in 1992. In that 
respect, it’s important." 

World economic growth could 
be crimped by half a percentage 
point by the latest developments, 
said Paul Jackson, a European 
economist with the investment 
firm Morgan Stanley Internation- 
al in London. 

Before Monday’s coup, Mor- 
gan Stanley was predicting that 
the U.S. economy would shrink 
by half a percentage point this 
year and grow 3.4 per cent next 
year. Europe was to grow 1.1 per 
cent this year and 1.6 per cent in 


1992. and Japan to grow 3.3 per 
cent and 3.7 per cent, it said. 

Kevin Darlington, an econom- 
ist with UBS Phillips and Drew, 
was not convinced. 

"We’re taking the view that in 
fact as things stand, the implica- 
tion could be quite mild, in fact- 
im perceptible." he said. 

Moves in the dollar and com- 
modities prices have not been big 
enough to have an impact, and 
the Soviet Union is a closed 
economy on which other coun- 
tries depend little for trade, he 
said. 

In this case, the flight to the 
dollar as a safe haven investment 
could bring an increase in Eiiip-. 
pean interest rates, or at least 
keep them high longer than ex- 
pected. Mr. Jackson said. 

The dollar soared against other 
major currencies Monday, parti- 
cularly against the German mark 
which was hurt by Germany's, 
proximity to the Soviet Union! 

Weakness in the mark will put 
pressure on Germany to raise 
interest rates again to fight infla- 
tion. and that could slow Euro- 
pean economic growth. Ger- 
many, already pressured by the 
credit demands of German uni- 
fication. raised its interest rates 
only last week. 

A German hike also would 
make it difficult for Japan to cut 
its interest rates. Mr. Jackson 
said. 

Although he United States 
wouldn't mind a strong dollar as 
much as Germany would, it still 
likelv would be concerned that 

P 

further dollar strength would hurt 
U.S. exports by making them 
more expensive. 

Another possible problem is 
that the new Soviet regime might 
be less tikley to reduce defence 
spending, making other countries 
reluctant to cut their military 
budgets, Mr. Jackson said. 

That would mean bigger 
budget deficits, and higher in? 
terest rates, he said. 

"Essentially, the peace di- 
vidend may have disappeared," 
Mr. Jackson said. 

Although Mr. Doyle said he 
didn't expect Mr. Gorbachev’s' 
ouster to affect consumer confi-. 
dence and thus spending general- 
ly, he said company investment 
may be hit, and that too would be 
bad for the world economy. 


Dollar falls and shares win 
back part of Monday’s losses 


LONDON (R) — The dollar fell 
in nervous trading up to the 
European midsession Tuesday 
while share markets regained part 
of Monday’s heavy losses. 

All eyes on financial markets 
were trained on Moscow after 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's removal from power 
Monday had boosted the dollar as 
a safe haven currency and caused 
a panic selloff in share prices 
around the world. 

At one point Tuesday, market 
nerves sent the dollar into a near 
three-pfennig fall after a news 
agency report that Mr. Gor- 
bachev had been returned to the 
Kremlin. But the U.S. currency 
recovered when the report was 
corrected. 

Traders said share price gains 
were fragile and markets re- 
mained vulnerable to Soviet 
moves. 

"It's a black hole — no one 
knows what’s going to happen," 
said broker Ross Rowbury at 
Sanyo Securities Co. in Tokyo. 

Currency dealers shunned 
dealing screens for television 
screens updating events in the 
Soviet Union, with demonstra- 
tions in Moscow and Leningrad 

Tbe dollar traded at 1.7963 
marks and 137.12 yen at 1130 
GMT, after dosing in London 
Monday at 1.8185 and 138.25. It 
earlier hit a low in Europe of 
1.7800 marks. 

The mark has been hit hard by 
the Soviet changes because of 


Germany’s proximity to the 
Soviet Union and the close eco- 
nomic ties between the two na- 
tions. But traders said Monday's 
flight-to-safety rally in tbe dollar 
had been overdone. 

"Safe-haven dollar buying 
looks to have waned. But with 
Soviet fears at hand, the market 
is still looking for a chance to sell 


marks down further," said 
Mkhiko Kawai, chief customer 
dealer at Security Padfic Nation- 
al Bank in Tokyo. 

Gold fell SI .85 to S358.55 an 
ounce, shedding most of tbe pre- 
vious day’s gains after market 
speculation that the Soviet Union 
might sell bullion to raise hard 
currency. 


WANTED 

Furnished villa or semi-villa WANTED by a European 
family in Shmeisani, Um Utheinah or Abdoun area. 

Please contact tel.: 683753 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms in one storey building at 320 m 2 in area with 
central heating, telephone, garden and parking. Prime location' 
in Shmeisani. 

interested expatriates only please call 
owner at Zarqa 09*911211 ext 2805 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Executive Secretary: 

A- Proficiency in English language. 

B- Knowledge of word processing and data entry. 

C- University or acknowledged secretarial school. 

Mail your application with necessary documents and 
recent photo to 

P.O-Box 5133 writing on the envelop “Job Oppor- 
tunity 11 


DIPLOMAT LOOKING FOR 
AN UNFURNISHED APARTMENT 

Consisting of 3 or 4 bedrooms located in Jsbal Amman, 
near French Embassy or in Sweifieh near the French 
School. Ground floor apartment is preferred. Annual rent 
not to exceed JO 5,000. 

Please call teL: 641273/4 ext: 11 


FOR SALE 

To all embassies, international organisations 
& government offices 

Fiat 120 I.E.. 1984 model, full options, white, armoured, 
duty unpaid and in good condition. 

Please contact: Italian Embassy, tel. 638185, ext, 27 


DOG FOR SALE 

German Shepherd dog, colour black and 
brown, trained female. 

For more information, cal! tel. 

825731 

from 2:00 -7:00 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

Luxurious and spacious flat‘in Shmeisani. 
Area 420m 2 . Consisting of 4 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms; salons, dining room and pri- 
vate garage.* 

Please call 660321 
from 3 p.m. - 7 p. 
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Estonia commanders ^reluctant’ 

■ 

to take orders from Moscow 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Local 
leaders in the Estonian capital 
Tallinn were quoted as saying 
Tuesday that Soviet troops based 
in the city have indicated they 
would not use force if ordered to 
do so by the new government in 
Moscow. 

An editor with the official 
Estonian News Agency (ETA) 
said by telephone from Tallinn 
that about 100 light tanks in three 
columns entered the city to rein- 
force local barracks and the city’s 
giant Dvigetel defence plant. 

But Tamil Tanner k said that 
before moving in tank comman- 
ders told the mayoT of Tallinn 
and the head of its city council 
they were not prepared to take 
part in civil conflict. 

He said the tank commander 
and the head of the city garrison 
had said they were “not in- 
terested" in confronting civilians. 
Similar assurances were given to 
the city’s mayor late Monday, he 
said. 

The report was a further sign of 
possible uncertainty within the 
military over Monday's move to 
overthrow President Mikhail 
Gorbachev and suggested the 
new Kremlin leaders could not 
count on the army’s unquestion- 
ing support. 

Already, several units in Mos- 
cow have “defected’' to back 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin, 


now the main focus of opposition 
to the takeover. 

Tallinn Gty Council chairman 
Andres Kork handed the soldiers 
copies of appeals from Mr. Yelt- 
sin denouncing the emergency 
committee that overthrew Mr. 
Gorbachev and calling for a 
general strike. 

“They greedily grabbed copies 
from my hand," Mr. Kork was 
quoted as saying. “The soldiers 
knew nothng about what has hap- 
pening.” 

Estonian traffic police escorted 
the tank columns into the Tondi 
and Kopli barracks and onto the 
enormous grounds of the 
Dvigetel plant, powerbase of pro- 
Moscow Russian nationalists. 

A Tally denouncing the new 
Moscow authorities, called by the 
pro-independence Popular From, 
has been scheduled for Tuesday 
afternoon in Tallinn. Organisers 
have said they expect a big turn- 
out from across the republic. 

2 wounded in Riga 

Meanwhile, Soviet soldiers 
seized control of Latvian Broad- 
cast Studios and the Central Tele- 
phone Exchange Tuesday, as 
coup leaders continued to crack 
down on the independence- 
minded Baltic Republics. 

One man driving a mini-van 
was reported shot and killed by 


soldiers late Monday. He was the 
firm reported casualty of Mon- 
day's coup that toppled Mikhail 
Gorbachev and brought hardlin- 
ers to power in the Kremlin. 

On Monday, a Soviet military 
commander declared himself de 
facto ruler of the three Baltic 
republics — Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia — and Soviet troops 
forced their way .nto TV and 
radio stations, beating protesters. 
Soviet warships blocked the main 
harbour in Estonia. 

The Baltic republics had been 
at the forefront of the independ- 
ence movement in the Soviet 
Union, which Soviet hardliners 
have vigorously opposed. The 
coup against Mr. Gorbachev 
occurred one day before be was 
to sign tire union treaty, which 
would have given more powers to 
the country's 15 republics. 

The Press Department of Lat- 
via’s parliament reported Tues- 
day that the Soviet military occu- 
pied the Riga Broadcast Studio 
and the Central Telephone and 
Telegram Exchange just be force 
5 a m. (0200 GMT). 

The news agency of the neigh- 
bouring Estonian Republic said 
the military operation began with 
shooting in the square outside the 
broadcast building and two radio 
employees were wounded. 

The headquarters of the Peo- 


ple's Front of Latvia, a grassroots 
political group fighting for the 
republic’s independence, was 
seized by Soviet speaal forces, 
the Russian Information Agency 
reported from Riga. 

More movements of Soviet 
armour were reported in and near 
the Baltics. 

A column of more than 100 
light armoured vehicles and 
trucks was reported to be on the 
move toward the Estonian capital 
of Tallinn early Tuesday. 

News reports said Soviet tanks 
and armoured personnel carriers 
approached the Lithuanian par- 
liament building in die capital 
Vilnius, but later withdrew. 

In the Republic of Russia near 
the Baltic border, a column of 
180 armoured vehicles was 
approaching Leningrad, the 
Soviet Union's second-largest 
city, according to the Russian 
Information Agency. 

Faced with the overwhelming 
Soviet military power, elected 
officials of the small republics 
called for a campaign of nonvio- 
lent resistance. 

“CSvil disobedience and refusal 
to cooperate: This is our posi- 
tion,” said Lithuanian President 
Vytautas Landsbergis. “We 
should avoid confrontation with 
the military. Our weapon is our 
spirit.” 


Moscow leaders crack 
down hard on media 


MOSCOW (AP) — The commit- 
tee that overthrew President 
Mikhail Gorbachev on Monday 
shut down independent media 
and a regimen of censorship 
appeared to be going into effect 
at some state-owned news orga- 
nisations. 

But signs of resistance quickly 
surfaced. State journalists re- 
fused to print at least one cen- 
sored newspaper. Journalists at 
the pro-reform weekly Moscow 
News and the dailies Moskovsky 
Komsomolets and Kuranty, for- 
bidden from publishing at state- 
run printers, made computer 
print-outs and photocopies to be 
sold, passed out free and pasted 
to walls. 

The Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) and the evening news 
programme “Vremya” were 
allowed to carry Russian Federa- 
tion President Boris Yeltsin's 
appeal for a general strike. One 
editor said this indicated the 
hardliners might be trying to keep 
open channels of communication. 

The eight-member committee 
that ousted Mr. Gorbachev 
announced in a decree that it had 
established control of the coun- 
try's mass media and was putting 
it under its jurisdiction. 

KGB agents silenced the pro- 
reform Moscow Echo Radio, and 
broadcasts of pro-Yeltsin Russian 
Television were cut off. In the 
Baltics, troops occupied and 
closed Lithuanian and Latvian 


Television. 

In Moscow, workers at a state- 
run printing plant went on strike 
after the editorial board of the 
government daily Izvestia (news) 
refused to publish Mr. -Yeltsin's 
appeal to resist the state commit- 
tee for the state of emergency. 

Sergei Che kin, assistant to the 
editor-in-chief of the evening 
newspaper, said plant workers 
“weren't in agreement with the 
contents of the paper.” 

Andrei Poleshchuk, an editor 
at Nezavisimaya Gazeta (Inde- 
pendent Newspaper), said proofs 
of Tuesday’s issue, with four 
pages of coup coverage, were 
sent to the Izvestia printing 
house, where his paper is usually 
printed. When Izvestia’s new 
editor-in-chief, N. Yefimov, left 
the publishing house after vainly 
trying to persuade the printers to 
produce Izvestia without the 
Yeltsin appeal, the printers began 
working instead on Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, Poleshchuk said. 
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But the printers ceased work 
on Nezavisimaya Gazeta as well 
after the Emergency Committee 
issued a decree forbidding pub- 
lication of most newspapers, Mr. 
Poleshchnk said. 

Nezavisimaya Gazeta was 
trying to make a private printing 
to distribute in the streets, Mr. 
Poleshchuk said. Paris-Match 
agreed to print the four pages in 
the French translation in France. 


Soviet putsch may finally 
draw reformers together 


Gorbachev ouster prompts 
fear and tears in U.S. 


NEW YORK (R) — Mikhail 
Gorbachev's fall from power 
Monday stunned the country that 
liked him most — the United 
States. 

Americans from every walk of 
life said they were afraid the new 
age of hope and peace that the 
Soviet president ushered in was 
now over and that the cold war 
would return. 

Soviet emigres clustered in the 
tens of thousands in New York's 
“little Odessa” district wept 
when they heard the news. One 
woman said her heart had pound- 
ed so hard, she could not get up 
from her bed. Others said they 
feared for the safety of relatives 
still in the Soviet Union. 

Longtime Soviet dissident Yuri 
Orlov, who spent almost a decade 
in prison or in exile for his beliefs, 
said be thought a civil war was 
about to begin in the nation he 
loved. 

As the electronic news flashed 
across New York's One Times 
Square building describing Mr. 
Gorbachev's fall, declaring 
“world taken by surprise” people 
talked of the chances for war. 

The “Gorbymaitia" that once 
swept the United States seemed 
long ago and far away as powerful 
winds from the season's first hur- 
ricane sent umbrellas flying 
through Times Square. During a 
1987 New York visit Mr. Gor- 
bachev had walked in triumph 
through the square. 

Carlton Pressley, a mailman, 
said be had awakened to hear the 
news on television and added, 
“there's gonna be a war. We're 
gonna have problems for sure. 
We were doing so good and all of 
a sudden.... boom. We’re in the 

middle of it again.” 

Marco Hamman. a chef, said: 
“1 don't even want to think about 
it. We just don't have any idea 
what's going to happen now.” 

Brian Quattrim, a hotel bell- 
man, said: “I couldn't believe it 


when I saw it in the paper. It's 
scary. But I got to work and the 
guys are just talking sports. Hey, 
it's Monday morning.” 

Soviet experts were divided on 
whether the military- backed coup 
could succeed and the tiny Amer- 
ican Communist Party, which 
once hailed Mr. Gorbachev as 
communism's saviour, said it 
could not comment on what was 
an internal Soviet matter. 

A spokeswoman for Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn, the exiled Soviet 
writer, said he was watching the 
situation carefully but would have 
no immediate statement. 

Richard Pipes, a Harvard Uni- 
versity Soviet scholar and a for- 
mer national security adviser to 
President Ronald Reagan, called 
the coup long expected but said it 
was far from clear whether it 
would succeed. 

Mr. Pipes called it the last gasp 
of Soviet communist diehards 
faced with losing pov-ey.ui free 
elections a year from now and 
likened it to a Third World milit- 
ary coup. 

“The new government will 
have to deal with hundreds of 
thousands of people protesting 
and not a few editors and liberals. 
They will face a nationwide rebel- 
lion. It could be the start of a civil 
war if the. population resists." 

Mr. Orlov, one of the most 
famous Soviet dissidents living 
the United States, said, “you can 
either go back to Stalinism or 
jump to capitalism. There is no 
intermediate way. The new gov- 
ernment will foil in their econo- 
mic attempts but that is not the 
main point. They have begun a 
civil war in Russia. It is the 
beginning of a longtime civil 
war." 

Mr. Orlov said be saw Russian 
Federation President Boris Yelt- 
sin as democracy's best hope but 
warned that the new government 
will seek to restrict his access to 
mass media. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Reformers 
who weakened their own cause 
with endless bickering over how 
to change the Soviet -Union say 
the coup that ousted Mikhail 
Gorbachev may finally draw 
them together. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin, the focal point for the reform 
movement, called for a general 
strike beginning Tuesday to pro- 
test the move by Communist Par- 
ty and military hardliners that 
ousted Mr. Gorbachev. 

Coal miners began walking off 
their jobs after midnight in re- 
sponse to Mr. Yeltsin's call. 

On Monday, reformers as di- 
verse as former Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze and Yele- 
na Bonner, the widow of Andrei 
Sakharov, closed ranks with Yelt- 
sin. Re fo mere acknowledged that 
their inability to agree among 
themselves has weakened their 
cause. 

Oleg Kalugin, a former top 
KGB official who joined the re- 
formers last year, said the coop 
“can be blamed not only on the 
conservatives. The Decmocrats, 
instead of ousting the old struc- 
tures, were settling accounts with 
each other.” 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who re- 
mained loyal to Mr. Gorbachev 
long after Mr. Yeltsin had de- 
serted him, said he and other 
reform-minded leaders would 
coordinate their actions with Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

“We most arouse a response,” 
he said. “We have to appeal 
directly to the people, we must 


appeal to all democrats in the 
country.’’ 

Dozens of political pasties and 
movements sprang up as Gor- 
bachev eased control of Soviet 
society. But they splintered badly 
because of personality clashes 
and squabbling over tactics and 
policies, largely repeating the 
errors of the much larger moder- 
ate forces that allowed Lenin's 
tightly disciplined Bolsheviks to 
seize power in 1917. 

Deep personal and political dif- 
ferences between Mr. Yeltsin and 
Mr. Gorbachev were chief 
reasons for the split among refor- 
mers. After their initial enthu- 
siasm over Mr. Gorbachev, most 
eventually sided with Mr. Yeltsin 
because Mr. Gorbachev held 
back on fundamental changes. 

Earlier this year, Mr. Gor- 
bachev and Mr. Yeltsin put aside 
their differences and had been 
ready to sign a treaty outlining 
new relations between Moscow 
and republics eager to assume 
more autonomy. But by that 
time, Mr. Gorbachev was nearly 
alone, trying to hold the eroding 
centre of the Communist Party. 

On Monday, Yeltsin aides re- 
ported Mr. Gorbachev was under 
arrest, and a group of hardline 
Communists, including the de- 
fence minister, KGB chief and 
interior minister, assumed power. 

'Reformers said they could not 
afford to continue making the 
same mistakes, and that a united 
opposition would try to stir Soviet 
citizens to reject the coup. 


Shevardnadze warns of civil 
war and return of cold war 


MOSCOW (R) — Former Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze warned Moscow 
crowds Tuesday that the ousting 
of President Mikhail Gorbachev 
could lead to civil war and the 
return of the cold war. 

In an emotional speech outside 
Boris Yeltsin's Russian Parlia- 
ment building Mr. Shevardnadze 
said Monday's seizure of power 
by Co mmunis t hardliners would 
not succeed. 

“What is a right-wing coup?" 
He asked a crowd of tens of 
thousands of people. “It is the 
beginning of civil war. It is the. 
end of peaceful coexistence and 
the start of a new cold war, a new 
arms race.” 

Mr. Shevardnadze, co- 
architect of Mr. Gorbachev’s 
perestroika reforms, played a ma- 
jor role in ending the cold war 
tensions and allowing the remov- 
al of Communist rule in Eastern 
Europe. 

Mr. Shevardnadze resigned 


suddenly last December, warning 
of the dangers of a hardline coup. 

“Unfortunately this has hap- 
pened. But dictatorship will not 
prevail,” he said Tuesday to rap- 
turous applause. 

ft 

The silver-haired Georgian 
emerged dramatically from the 
crowd flanked by an Omon elite 
police escort in camouflage uni- 
forms and their distinctive black 
berets. 

He appeared on the balcony to 
shouts of “Shevardnadze, She- 
vardnadze” and quickly a tt acked 
the Emergency Committee of 
eight communist hardliners which 
overthrew Gorbachev. 

“These politicians, adventur- 
ists, careerists... reactionaries of 
all sorts will not prevail,” he said. 

“We have many questions to 
put to this junta. The first is 
"where is the president?.’ In no 
civilised country does this hap- 
pen,” he said. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said Mr. 



Eduard Shevardnadze 

Yeltsin, who has declared the 
takeover illegal, bad the support 
of all 15 Soviet republics. 

“Our officers and soldiers will 
not shoot at their own people,” 
Mr. Shevardnadze said. 



Soviet youth finally rouses 
itself and mans the barricades 


MOSCOW (R) — The overthrow 
of President Mikhail Gorbachev 
has finally inspired the tradi- 
tionally meek Soviet youth to 
take to the streets to defend its 
future. 

While Western students and 
young people are often at the 
forefront of major protests, their 
Soviet counterparts have until 
now preferred to keep their heads 
down and let their parents 
cushion life’s hard knocks. 

But Mr. Gorbachev’s dismissal 
Monday by an eight-man hardline 
Emergency Committee has acted 
as a sudden catalyst. 

Young people are now playing 
a major role in demonstrations 
outside the Russian Federation 
parliament and for the first time 
are outnumbering protesters 
from older generations. 

“We young people have had 
enough. The appointment of 
those eight was the final straw. 
They're so bad they should be 
shot," growled 24-year-old stu- 
dent Marina Katayeva, sitting 
with friends round a big bonfire 
outside the parliament buil- 
ding. 

“Young people have taken a 
long time to get going but now we 


know just what's happening. 
Those six years of perestroika 
were dot in vain,” she said as 
dawn broke Tuesday. 

A few hundred metres away a 
group of youths were organising a 
blockade of Kalinin Avenue, one 
of Moscow's main thoroughfares. 

“We’re protecting the parlia- 
ment from possible attack. It's 
not normal for a civilised country 
but we're reduced to this,” said 
one young man, trying to per- 
suade bus and truck drivers to 
park their vehicles across the 
six-lane avenue. 

Cries of “well done, lad" 
echoed down the deserted avenue 
as a battered post office truck 
joined the swelling blockade. 

“We must all stick together, 
otherwise we have no chance,” 
said driver Nikolai Lapushkin, 
jumping down from his cab. 

Those who ignored appeals to 
stop were roundly abused and 
jeered. 

Some youths manning the bar- 
ricades said they admired the 
deposed president, whose where- 
abouts are still uncertain. 

“Despite all the economic fai- 
lures, Mr. Gorbachev opened 
many doors for us international- 


ly. All he achieved is now under 
threat," said 25-year-old sports 
dub worker Misha Aksyonov. 

“We are heading for disaster. 
These new rulers are not worthy 
of their posts. We now know we 
have to fight for our children's 
future,” he said. 

Older demonstrators declared 
themselves ecstatic over the new 
approach. 

“Young people have been too 
quiet for too long, but they feel 
they are the victims of a gross 
injustice. I am all for their ac- 
tion,” said 56-year-old sbop 
worker Nina Mikhailovna. 

“My son never had the slightest 
interest in politics but he is here 
today with the rest. That is how it 
should be.” 

Engineer Mikhail Sergeyev. 
43, said the young were tradi- 
tionally brought up to be indiffe- 
rent to social problems and 1 to 
follow state founder Vladimir 
Lenin’s maxim that they should 
study hard. 

“But the younger generations 
have no trust in this committee, 
which is a good sign. If they can 
breathe the air freely they won’t 
blindly obey the Communists, ” 
he said. 


Moldova condemns Gorbachev removal 


BUCHAREST (R) — Bucharest 
Radio has quoted a leading offi- 
cial from neighbouring Soviet 
Moldova as condemning the ous- 
ter of Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev as a coup. 

“Gorbachev's removal was a 
coup d’etat, and the new Soviet 
leadership is illegal,'' the radio 
quoted Ion Hadirca, deputy 
chairman of the Moldova Repub- 
lic’s parliament as saying. 

“We condemn the coup and 
will not permit its consequences 
to extend to the Moldova Repub- 
lic,” Mr. Hadirca said. 

Mr. Hadirca made the state- 
ment to the Moldovan Radio and 
television, which were continuing 


their broadcasts Monday, Radio 
Bucharest said. 

The radio also quoted an 
“appeal to Romanians every- 
where," issued by the opposition 
People's Front of Moldova, who 
denounced Mr. Gorbachev's re- 
moval. 

“Brothers' there was a coup in 
Moscow today. Mr. Gorbachev 
has been removed and the power 
was seized by the military- 
industrial complex and Soviet 
repression bodies,” the radio 
quoted the statement as saying. 

“Reactionary forces are trying 
to end democratic reforms... we 
appeal to the whole Romanian 
nation... to denounce the dicta- 


torship established in the Soviet 
Union” the statement said. 

Two-thirds of Moldova's 
population are ethnic Roma- 
nians. The republic made Roma- 
nian its official language m 1989 
and proclaimed its sovereignty. 

It is one of six Soviet republics 
holding out against the Kremlin's 
new union treaty. 

“Let us show oar will to lead a 
free and independent life through 
public rallies,” the Moldova Peo- 
ple's Front said. 

The front urged Romanian 
leaders to protest officially to 
international bodies in the event 
that Moldova's nationalist leaders 
should be removed. 


Thousands keep vigil to protect Russian parliament, Yeltsi] 


MOSCOW (AT) — A baby-faced 
Russian soldier redimng atop his 
tank turned down a cigarette ear- 
ly Tuesday bat accepted a carton 
of milk while keeping vigil with 
demonstrators protecting the 
Russian parliament building. 

The white marble building, 
nicknamed the “Russian white 
house,” became a focus of atten- 
tion in the coop because it houses 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin's 
office. 

Mr. Yeltsin, a wildly popular 
reformer, has called on Soviets to 
strike and resist the coup by 
hardline military and Communist 
leaders. Many people feared that 
Soviet soldiers would move 
against him. 

Thousands of people encircled 
the parliament building after 
tenks, armoured personnel car- 
riers and trucks loaded with sol- 
diers swarmed the Soviet capital 
Monday to enforce the ouster of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorb- 
chev. 

After most of the armour left 
late in the day. 10 loyalist tanks 
from the elite Taman Battalion 
rambled up to the building, be- 
coming the first military units to 
come over to Mr. Yeltsin’s side. 

They were joined by 400 to 500 
paratroopers from the Ryazan 
Division, dressed in camouflage 
and carrying guns, who drove up 
in about 30 armoured vehicles. _ 
A major from the Taman' 
Battalion said his entire group of 
96 people decided to defend Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

“We will do nothing against the 
law. We are for the people,'' he 
said. 

But a paratrooper standing in 
front of a rank had a different 

story. 

“It wasn't our personal desire 
to come here,” be said. “Our 
. personal wishes don’t come into 
I it. In the military, as a rule. 


senior officials give orders to 
their inferiors.” 

All of the soldiers were reluc- 
tant to identify themselves. 

Stas, a 19-year-old, looked 
nonchalant as be sat high atop a 
tank, one in a row parked along 
one side of the parliament 
building. 

“We are here to bring about 
justice, to do what the people 
want, to do what’s best for the 
.people,” he said.. 

Another soldier said he was 
there only because be had been 
drafted. Asked if be was pre- 
pared to shoot, he replied: “A 
soldier won't shoot at another 
soldier, and a soldier won't shoot 
at the people.” 

Demonstrators greeted their 
reinforcements with cheers and 
applause. Many stayed with the 
battalion all night. 

“Tanks were sent to Moscow 
not to trample Boris Yeltsin — 
you wouldn’t need a tank to 
trample just him — but to tram- 
ple us, the people," said an angry 
man standing in front of a tank. 

‘Ten not scared because I know 
that it won’t get worse than it is,” 
be said. 

At one point, demonstrators 
offered the soldiers blue-and- 
white cartons of milk. Several 
soldiers accepted, preferring 
them to cigarettes. 

Playing guitars and singing, 
teenagers and old people waited 
together nervously to see if other 
Soviet troops would show up. 
Several tables of provisions offer- 
ing hard bread, sugar cubes, 
frozen fish and tinned seaweed 
had been set up, and cups of tea 

were»passed bade and forth. 

Computer copies of newspap- 
ers banned by the hardliners were 
posted on walls and barricades 
constructed of pipes and old 


Protesters blocked traffic aiong 


three major streets near the 
building by parking trucks and 
blue-and- white trolley buses. 

A trolley bus that blocked a 
bridge had two flat tires and sat 
in the middle of the road. 

Valery Lemzikov, a 27-year- 
old businessman, was demon- 
strating at the building to protect 
his way of life. 

“If this so-called government 
stays in power, 1 will lose every- 
thing — my job, quiet life, and 
most importantly, my friends,” 
be said. 

“TO try not to just be an 
observer, but to help the little 
soldiers who are too young to be 
thinking of what they are doing,” 
he said. “They are bong really 
courageous. They are prepared to 
face bullets and I'd like to help 
them somehow.” 

Young soldiers who seized the 
heart of Moscow Monday 
emerged from tbeir tank turrets 
and personnel carriers to face the 
anger of their countrymen and 
their own doubts about what they 
had done. 

“Why tanks?” Screamed a 
gray-haired woman, waving wild- 
ly as a column of tanks passed. 
“Tanks against whom? Boys, 
boys you are our children what 
are you doing? What do you 
want?” 

Column after column of tanks, 
armoured personnel e a rners and 
trucks loaded with soldiers 
swarmed the Soviet capital to 
enforce the ouster of Mikhafl 
Gorbachev by hardline leaders 
who included the heads of the 
military, internal security forces 
and the KGB. 

Small bands of Muscovites 
built barricades of concrete 
blocks, bon bars, benches and 
parked buses to prevent the 
armour from passing. Defiant 
protesters demonstrating near the 
Moscow Gty Council and .the 


central Manezh Square' planned 
to stay all that night. 

But the crowds were many 
times smaller than political rallies 
have drawn in far less tense 
times. 

U.S. TV footage showed a man 
pulling a can of fuel off the rack 
of a rank, and splashing it on the 
vehicle. But he was pulled away 
before be could light it. There 
were no reported casualties any- 
where in Moscow, and the milit- 
ary clearly was in control. 

At the Russian Supreme Soviet 
building, Mr. Yeltsin climbed 
onto an armoured vehicle to de- 
liver a call for a general strike. 
The lieutenant colonel in charge 
of about 20 tanks ringing the 
budding pledged he would not 
shoot at Mr. Yeltsin. 

One of his tank commanders, 
22-year-old Alexander Krytov, 
parked about 500 metres from the 
building, said ne would move 
against the Russian parliament 
buildings if ordered to. 

“But I won’t go against the 
people," he said. “Actually, I 
nave my doubts about the gov- 
ernment that’s taking over now." 
He said several other tank com- 
manders agreed with him. 

Another tank crew, asked who 
they had come to save, said, 
“you... the people.” But they 
asked to look at the text of the 
statement declaring a state of 
emergency. 

They said they had been in 
their tanks since 1 a.m. and had 
not been allowed to leave until 
they bad taken control of the city. 
Many of the soldiers appeared to 
be from the Central Asian Re- 
publics, and may have been 
chosen because they could be 
expected to have less sympathy 
for Muscovites. 

In several places, the armoured 
vehicles backed away rather than 
risking a confrontation with the 


people. 

Chi Manezh Square, tanks 
chewed up pavement that had 
been laid for the visit of Prcsdent 
George Bosh less than a month 
earlier. 

The mood of Soviets ranged 
from anger to resignation to a 
sprinkling of support for the 
military move. 

The crowd on Manezh Square 
cheered when a speaker read part 
of a statement by Mr. Bosh 
saying be would not recognise the 
new leadership. 

But one young man, facing a 
row of soldiers ringing the 
square, said simply, “that’s it 
That’s the end of democracy.” 

Twelve armoured vehicles 
drove away from the Kremlin 
with protesters who had climbed 
aboard still there, waving Russian 
flags. 

“Down with Yazov,” shouted 
one, referring to Defence Minis- 
ter Dmitri Yazov. 

Hundreds of Soviets rushed to 
the U.S. embassy to check on 
their applications to emigrate. 4 T 
regret every bad thing I ever said 
about him,” said a 31-year-old 
man named Mikhail, of Mr. Gor- 
bachev. 

But a 29-year-old co n s t r u ction 
worker named Volodya he 
supported replacement of Gorba- 
chev. 

“We’re all sick of waiting in 
line for everything,” he said. 

Taxi driver Anatoly Khaini- 
kov, 40, was confused. 

“I don’t know if he really res- 
igned because of his health or 
why he did it,” Mr. Khamikov 
said. “Everything he began 
seemed to be good, but now you 
can’t understand what's wlag on 
in the country — First there is a 
Russian president, then president 
of the country, everyone's a pres- 
ident but what they’re actually 
doing for the people art dear.” 


‘Nostradamus 

predicted 

Gorbachev’s ouster 1 

ROME (R) — The overthrow of 
Soviet President MikbaD Got - 1 
bjtyghcv came ss no surprise to~an 
Italian writer who for months has; 
said the 16 th-century mystic Nos- 1 
tradamus predicted it would hap-; 
pen this summer. Renucio Boscp-; 
to told a news conference m April 
that Mr. Gorbachev’s fall was 
among hundreds of vaguely 
-worded prophecies set down by 
the French physician and astrolo- 
ger between 1555 and 155S, the 
Italian News .Agency (AGI) said. 
Boscolo said at the time that 
according to his interpretation of 
ttie rhyming quatrains, Mr. Got--, 
bacbev would be removed from 
power between May and August . 
of this year. He said Nostradamus ; 
fixed the date as coming about 73 j 
years after the world war I, which - ; 
ended in 1918. _j 

Man recovering after ] 
2 nd heart transplant ; 

PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — A • 
man who mistakenly received a ’ 
heart of the wrong blood type was 
showing strong signs of recovery 
hours after a second transplant, 
doctors said. The unidentified 
Oregon city man was in critical 
but stable condition Monday at 
the Oregon Health Sciences Uni- 
versity Hospital, normal for those 
who undergo transplants. Doc- 
tors said the heart was an excel- 
lent match. The man, who has 
type O blood, received a heart 
Wednesday from a donor with 
type A. There had been no sign 
that the man's body was rejecting 
the incompatible organ, bat fetal 
rejection could have occurred 
without wanting, said Dr. Adrian 
Cobanoglu, the hospital's heart 
transplant director. Sunday's 
surgery lasted hours com- 
pared with five hours for the frs,t. 
operation. 

Man lost In desert 
survived on beer, 
urine 

MONTI CELLO, Utah (AP) — 
A lost tourist who wandered four 
days in the desert said two cans of 
beer, cactus juke and drinking 
his own urine helped him survive. 
“I thought I was supposed to die 
yesterday,” John A. Cooney told 
rescuers who plucked him off a 
rugged mountainside by helicop- 
ter Sunday. “1 thought I should 
start digging my grave because I 
was too weak to move.” Cooney, 
60, of Philadelphia, was listed in 
fair condition in a hospital in 
Moab, where he was being tre- 
ated for dehydration and heal 
stroke. Rescuers spotted him four 
days after his rented vehicle ran 
off the road in a remote area 
outside Canyonlands National 
Park in southeast Utah. 

Convicts denied 
blankets with $10,000 
in damages 

CHICAGO (R) — Two convicts 
who were denied extra blankets 
during a cold wave have been 
awarded $10,000 in damages. The 
incident occurred in January 2982 
at Stateviile Prison near Chicago 
daring a cold spell in which the 
temperature sank to minus 22 
Farenheit (minus 30 Celsius). The 
convicts — Robert Henderson 
and Thomas Jefferson — said 
they asked for but were denied 
extra blankets after the prison's 
heating system failed, while other 
prisoners were given additional 
covers. A jury bad earlier 
awarded each of rite men $5,000 
in dama g es, but a lower court 
reversed the award, ruling that 
prison officials could not be sued. 
But an appeals court reinstated 
the decision and ordered that the 
men be paid damages, Greg Gal- 
lopoulos, a lawyer for the pahy 
said. 

Queen’s sweltering • 
sentries get a 
break from the sun 

LONDON (R) — Royal guards 
at Buckingham Palace are being 
flowed to work shorter sentry 
duties to stop them getting over? 
heated in their bearskin headgear 
and tightly buttoned red tunics. 
Tne soldiers, stationed in sentry 
boxes around Queen Elizabeth's 
palace, have been ge tting hot 
under the collar this week as ■ 
Britain swelters under soaring 
temperatures. The Ministry of 
Defence said Friday the sentries 

required to do only one. 
Kfr a duty at a time during the 
not weather, instead of the usual 
JWbfiows standing to attention : 

up and down and being 
stared at by tourists. "Jj 

lately normal procedure 
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